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Kennedy’s in third 


27 Ukrainian Canadian delegates 


confirmed as of press time 


By Marco Levytsky 
Ukrainian Canadian 
Gerard Kennedy finished 
third in the federal Liberal 
party’s “Super Weekend” 
delegate election meet- 
ings held Sept. 29-Oct. 1. 
Former Ontario Educa- 
tion Minister Kennedy, 
whose maternal great 
grandfather, Wasyl She- 
manski, was one of the 
first Ukrainian pioneers in 
Manitoba’s Ethelbert re- 
gion, had 706 allocated 
delegates or 16.8% of the 
total, as of Oct. 4, when 
this issue went to press, 
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Ed Stelmach with some of his Ukrainian supporters. Left to Right: Two Hills Councillor Michael Tarkowski, 
Hemisphere Engineering President John Chomiak, Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Alberta Provincial Coun- 
cil President and former Redwater MLA Dave Broda, Marie Stelmach, Ed Stelmach, Chair of the Advisory 
Council on Alberta/Ukraine Relations and Lac La Biche-St. Paul MLA Ray Danyluk, Ukrainian Canadian 
Social Services (Edmonton) President and former Minister of Worker's Health, Safety and Compensation Bill 
Diachuk, former Education Minister Bert Hohol (under whose tenure the Ukrainian Bilingual program was 


with 409 out of 469 meet- 
ings reported across 
Canada. 

The unreported meet- 
ings are either ones which 
have mail-in ballots, or 


disputed constituencies, Gerard Kennedy 
according to Kennedy’s national communications chief Amanda Alvaro. 

Delegate selections are held in all 308 federal Liberal riding associa- 
tions as well as several clubs and commissions for youth women or 
aboriginals throughout the country. 

Harvard academic Michale Ignatieff emerged as the front runner with 
1252 delegates (29.8%), followed by former Ontario Premier Bob Rae 
with 832 (19.85%). 

Former Environment Minister Stephane Dion was right behind Kennedy 
with 698 delegates (16.6%), while the other four candidates — Ken Dryden, 
Joe Volpe, Scott Brison and Martha Hall Finlay all received less than five 
per sent of the delegates. 

Kennedy ran first in Alberta, a very close second to Ignatieff in Ontario 
and second to Rae in British Columbia. 

In a message posted on his website, Kennedy thanked his supporters for 
what he termed a “truly outstanding success”. 

“TL hope you feel as I do, that this campaign is every bit as much yours as 
it is mine and that you will take some justifiable pride in the results,” he 
said. 

“Against some odds and not a few outside predictions, your efforts have 

helped to put us into clear contention to win. 
“We now have what we needed — a significant foundation to build a 
Publication Mail Agreement | Strong consensus for real renewal of 
#40007679, paid at Edmonton, | the Liberal Party. We have already 
Alberta. PAP Number: 08935 proved part of our point — thou- 
We acknowledge the assistance of | Sands of Liberals responded to your 
the Government of Canada through | persuasion, your phone calls, your 
the Publications Assistance Program organization and your example by 
pa oo Teall Costs. voting for an ambitious view of the 
Canada future. There was no outside hype 
or old machine politics, just other 
liberals leading the way.” 

Many active members of the 
Ukrainian community across 
Canada participated in the Kennedy 
campaign and stood for delegate 
spots. 

Etobicoke Centre MP Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj, the sole Ukrainian 
Canadian in the Liberal caucus, 
plans to organize a Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian delegate bloc at the conven- 
tion which would lobby on issues 
of concern to our community. 

As this issue went to press, Ukrai- 
nian News had identified 22 Ukrai- 
nian Canadian delegates elected in 
five constituency meetings as well 
as five ex-officio delegates. 

Leading the way was 
Wrzesnewskyj’s own constituency 


with nine Ukrainian Canadian del- 
Cont. on P. 3 


initiated), and Curtis Palichuk from Stelmach’s Vegreville office. 


Stelmach officially launches 
Alberta leadership campaign 


By Marco Levytsky 

Former International and Intergovernmental Affairs 
Minister Ed Stelmach officially launched his campaign 
for Leader of the Progressive Conservative Party of 
Alberta before some 200 supporters Sept. 27 at the Dow 
Centennial Centre in Fort Saskatchewan. 

“Tt is a great honour to tell you that I filed my nomi- 
nation papers yesterday so it is official — I am a candi- 
date for Leader of the PC Party of Alberta and Premier 
of this province,” said Stelmach 

“My slogan, ‘Doing What’s Right for Al] Albertans’ 
builds upon Albertan’s values of self reliance, fiscal 
vigilance and community spirit. My vision is to unite 
Albertans to achieve greater opportunities; a higher 
standard of living; and, a better quality of life for all 
Albertans. I will accomplish this by doing what’s right,” 
he added. 

Stelmach, whose mother tongue is Ukrainian and 
whose grandfather, Mykola Stelmach, settled in the 
Mundare-Andrew area after immigrating from the 
Brody region of what is now Liviv Oblast in 1898, is 
the third Ukrainian Canadian to seek the premiership 
of Alberta and the second to seek the Progressive Con- 
servative leadership. 

Julian Koziak, who served as both Education and 
Municipal Affairs Minister in the administration of 
Peter Lougheed, ran second to former Premier Don 
Getty during the 1985 leadership convention and former 
Liberal leader Laurence Decore lost the 1993 election 
to outgoing Premier Ralph Klein. 

Stelmach originally announced his intention to run 
March 7 when he resigned his minister’s post in accor- 
dance with Klein’s directives. 

The official phase of the campaign started Sept. 20, 
when Klein submitted his resignation letter to the party. 

Anyone who buys an Alberta Progressive Conserva- 
tive membership card is eligible to vote for any of the 
nine candidates. 

The first ballot will be held Nov. 25 and if no candi- 
date obtains a majority, the second ballot will take place 
Dec. 2 with the top three contenders running. 

Stelmach is an active member of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church and still farms the original family 
homestead. 


“My pride in Alberta honours our pioneers who im- 
migrated to Alberta, homesteaded, sacrificed, perse- 
vered and built this province. Our pioneers have a spe- 
cial place in my heart and have instilled in all Albertans 
the values of self-reliance, fiscal vigilance and com- 
munity spirit,” said Stelmach in announcing his offi- 
cial bid. 

“We are experiencing a period of great prosperity 
and growth. And yes we are faced with the challenges 
of growth such as housing and labour shortages. We 
all know we need a plan to invest in our people today 
and a plan to invest more in our future,” he added. 

Stelmach announced the he will implement a clear, 
decisive plan that will: 

» Tackle challenges related to growth; 

» Improve quality of life for all Albertans; 

» Provide inclusive leadership and honest govern- 
ment, and 

» Build a stronger Alberta through building relation- 
ships, not walls. 

“T have a vision,” said Stelmach. 

“Tt is to unite Albertans to achieve greater opportu- 
nities; a higher standard of living; and, a better quality 
of life for all Albertans.” 

Stelmach said wants to negotiate an immigration 
agreement with Ottawa allowing Albertans to set our 
own immigration polices. 

Asked by Ukrainian News how this could affect 
Ukrainian immigration to Alberta in a later interview, 
Stelmach said “it will have a very, very positive effect 
because we know of the excellent skill tests and the 
level of education of education in Ukraine and we’re 
critically short of people in every area.” 

Asked whether the presence of a strong Ukrainian 
community infrastructure plays a role in immigration, 
he replied it plays a big role. 

What ГА like to do is go to communities and seeks 
advice on the best strategy to set up an Alberta desk, 
let’s say in Ukraine or any other country where people 
want to immigrate from, so we need a presence there.” 

Another of his proposals was to invest Alberta’s re- 
source royalties into an Alberta Pension Plan. 


This will take province beyond oil and gas by in- 
Cont. on P. 3 
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Луценко хоче заарештувати 
соратника Януковича 


(Українська правда/Інтерфакс-Україна)-  -Міністр 
внутрішніх справ Юрій Луценко заявляє, що в міліції 
є обгрунтовані підозри щодо причетності депутата 
кримського парламенту Олександра Мельника до 
діяльності злочинного угруповання "Сейлем". 

"У міліції є обгрунтовані підозри з приводу при- 
четності його (Мельника) до злочинної діяльності 
організованого злочинного угруповання "Сейлем", 
- сказав міністр 3 жовтня на прес-конференції в 
Миколаївській області. 

Міністр відзначив, що він не погоджується з рі- 
шенням Генпрокуратури i вважає, що Мельника 
необхідно заарештувати. 

У контексті цього він прогнозує, що Мельник Mo— 
же бути арештований протягом 10-15 найближчих 
діб. 

"Я не буду робити секрет, що вважаю його (Мель - 
ника) людиною, яка має певний конфлікт із законом. 
Безумовно, це твердження повинне установити суд", 


- відзначив міністр. 

Пояснюючи зв'язок депутата Мельника з діяль-- 
ністю ОЗУ "Сейлем" міністр повідомив: "Будь-яка 
доросла людина в Криму знає що спільного між ним 
i Воронком, який був лідером ОЗУ "Сейлем", яке 
засипало трупами Крим". 

За словами міністра, на рахунку цього yrpyno— 
вання близько 50 убивств. 

"Немає жодної різниці до якого політичного 
угруповання він (Мельник) записався", - підкреслив 
глава відомства, відзначивши, що для міліції головне 
"розкрити убивство людей". 

Як повідомлялося, Мельник був затриманий 29 
вересня за підозрою у причетності до здійснення 
особливо тяжких злочинів. 

Tum часом 2 жовтня, Мельник, за рішенням Ген-- 
прокуратури, був звільнений з-під варти, оскільки 
наразі "у справі недостатньо доказів, що свідчили б 
про провину цього депутата". 


БЮТ вирішив заблокувати 
Януковичу шлях у президенти 


(Українська правда) Депутат від БЮТ 
пропонує заборонити судимим особам висуватися 
на посаду президента, якщо їх не було реабілітовано. 
Відповідний законопроект Володимира Яворів- 
ського зареєстровано в Раді. 

У проекті документу змінено виклад статті 9, 
згідно з якою "не може бути висунутим кандидатом 
на пост президента громадянин, який має судимість 
за вчинення умисного злочину, якщо ця судимість 
не погашена і не знята у встановленому законом 
порядку". 

Яворівський пропонує викласти цю частину так: 

"Не може бути висунутим кандидатом на пост 
президента громадянин, який має судимість або 
раніше засуджувався за вчинення умисного кри-- 
мінального злочину, якщо його не реабілітовано". 

Також кандидат у президенти при поданні інфор-- 


мації про себе до ЦВК має подавати також відомості 
про судимості. 

У пояснювальній записці необхідність внесення 
таких поправок депутат пояснив тим, що "прези-- 
дентом цивілізованої країни повинна бути людина, 
яка користується незаперечним авторитетом, 
повагою та є взірцем для наслідування як серед 
співвітчизників, так і для світової спільноти". і 

Водночас, за словами Яворівського, нинішній 
закон дозволяє громадянам, які в минулому здійс- 
нили умисні кримінальні злочини (державна зрада, 
розголошення державної таємниці, вбивство, 
згвалтування, шахрайство, хабарництво тощо), 
стати політичним лідером нації. 

Як відомо, кандидатом у президенти, який раніше 
мав судимості, був Віктор Янукович. Згідно з офі- 
ційною інформацією ці судимості були погашені. 


Тимошенко влаштує Морозу вирвані роки 


(Українська правда) -Лідер БЮТ Юлія Тимо-- 
шенко обіцяє, що її блок може почати перешкоджати 
діяльності Олександра Мороза як спікера. 

Про це Тимошенко заявила у зв'язку з відмовою 
Мороза підписувати закон про мораторій на під- 
вищення комунальних тарифів для населення. 

"Якщо Мороз не підпише і не передасть документ 
на підпис до президента, завтра ми вирішуватимемо, 
якими методами не давати працювати голові Bep— 
ховної Ради", - зазначила Тимошенко. 

"Тому що він є найгіршим головою Верховної Ради 
за роки незалежності", - пояснила вона З жовтня. 

Тимошенко додала, що під час зустрічі у перерві, 
Мороз заявив про відмову підписувати цей закон. 

"Мороз сказав, що він і більшість з Януковичем 
вирішили, що ніяких мораторіїв не буде. Такого 


брутального ставлення до Конституції Верховна 
Рада не знала. Починається руйнація правового поля 
в Україні", - наголосила Тимошенко. 

Вона пояснила, що запровадження мораторію 
могло б зупинити безконтрольне зростання тарифів. 

У разі підвищення тарифів, за словами Тимошен-- 
ко, населення не зможе розраховуватися за спожи-- 
тий газ. У зв'язку з чим, за її словами, "почнеться 
фінансова криза". 

"Рішенням про зростання тарифів ми практично 
ставимо на межу банкрутства весь паливно-енер-- 
гетичний комплекс", - сказала Тимошенко . 

"Уряд Януковича у зростанні тарифів бачить 
корупційні інтереси і не рахується з населенням", - 
додала вона. 


Януковичі відмовилися 
засудити втручання росіян 


і 4 
5 ( (Українська npapya)—Uneu Партії регіонів Євген Кушнарьов 
з, TORONTO MISSISSAUGA [i i | заявляє, що в Україні порушуються права російськомовних громадян. 
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9 і; 1-800-322-9274 INTERNET: wwwso-use.com Ba | Росії у внутрішні справи України, у зв'язку з заявою: "Про утиск 
ve ial | російської мови". 
» хи "Відповідно до останнього перепису, російську мову вважають 
FULL SERVICE ПОВНА ОБСЛУГА СЯ | рідною в Україні майже 30% населення, а це більш ніж 14 млн. Ія з 
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New Canadian Accounts Mutual Funds _ EY RSE RRSP, Mutual Funds Pay | державних органах влади", - відзначив Кушнарьов. 
Business Accounts Car Leasing но рлкн a a ay Він також зазначив, що не дозволить "зам'яти цю тему якимись 
er ae as 3 І | помилковими заявами". 
Come into So-Use Credit Union for all your financial needs ie Кушнарьов також підкреслив, що парламент має "якомога швидше, 


ретельно вивчивши і підготувавши, внести на розгляд питання про 
мовну політику України". 


ves 
я 


Приходьте до Кредитової Спілки «СОЮЗ» щоб полагодити всі фінансові потреби 
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Pictured from left to right: Borys Wrzesnewsky, Liberal MP Etiobicoke-Ce 


is 


Parkdale-High Park; Merril Mascarhenas, Bloor West Village Residents Association, Greg Hamara, Jurij Klufas, 


former Conservative Federal Parkdale-High Park Candidate; Stan Kumorek, former municipal candidate Ward 


13; Raya Shadursky, Director Ukrainian Cultural Festival (Bloor West Village). 


Hamara runs for Toronto city council 


(UkrNews)—Reprtesentatives of the three main po- 
litical parties on Sept. 23 helped Ukrainian commu- 
nity activist Greg Hamara kick-off his campaign for a 
seat on Toronto city council. 

Speaking to an enthusiastic crowd of supporters at 
the campaign headquarters at 357 Jane Street, political 
figures representing the Liberal party, the Conserva- 
tive party and the NDP declared their support for 
Hamara and pledged to work vigorously in his bid to 
capture Ward 13 in the Nov. 13 municipal election. 

Speakers included: Cheri DiNovo, newly-elected 
NDP MPP for Parkdale-High Park; Borys 
Wrzesnewsky, Liberal MP, Etobicoke Centre; Juriy 
Klufas, Conservative party candidate, Parkdale-High 
Park 2004 and 2006 federal elections 

Also speaking in support of Hamara was Stan 
Kumorek, who narrowly lost Ward 13 in the 2003 civic 
election, and Merril Mascarhenas, a former executive 
member of the Bloor West Village Residents Associa- 
tion which Hamara co-founded in 2005. 

“This is what my campaign is about: bringing all resi- 
dents of Ward 13 together regardless of political affili- 
ation,” said Hamara. “Residents are putting aside poli- 


tics to support my campaign to bring new energy and 
local leadership to representing the ward.” 

Greg has been an active leader within Toronto’s large 
Ukrainian community. From 1999 to 2005 he served 
on the board of directors of St Vladimir Institute, in- 
cluding three terms as president and chair. St Vladimir’s 
is Toronto’s largest Ukrainian Canadian community 
centre with more than 2,000 members and supporters, 
hundreds of whom live in Ward 13. Because of his ac- 
tivism at St Vladimir’s, Greg is well-known among 
many in Toronto’s Ukrainian community and he is an 
enthusiastic supporter of the annual Bloor Street West 
festival in August that draws tens of thousands of lo- 
cal, national and international visitors to our west end 
community. 

Hamara is also a member of the board of directors of 
So Use Credit Union, located on Bloor St. West in the 
heart of Ward 13. As a well-respected local financial 
institution So Use Credit Union serves the banking 
needs of hundreds of local residents and small busi-- 
nesses and it continues to flourish as the surrounding 
neighborhoods grow with new families moving into 
the area. 


Kennedy’s in third place in Liberal race 


Cont. from P. 1 
egates and 12 Kennedy delegates out of a possible 14 
— the largest Kennedy victory in Canada. 

“Tm extremely pleased that Etobicoke Centre has 
overwhelmingly decided to back the candidacy of 
Gerard Kennedy whose whole life has been dedicated 
to public service in Canada. He represents a new gen- 
eration of Liberals with a fresh and dynamic vision for 
Canada in the 21st century,” said Wrzesnewskyj. 

The elected Ukrainian Canadian delegates are: 
Antonina Boychuk, Terry Chemij, Natalie Falcomer, 
Jackiw Holubisky, Yulian Ihnatyuk, Andre Kostecki, 
Lida Kulish, Mary Szkambara, and Zoriana Salo. 

Both Wrzesnewskyj and his riding association presi- 
dent, Nick Fedewicz get automatic status as ex-officio 
delegates. 

All five Kennedy delegates in Ignatieff’s own 
Etobicoke Lakeshore constituency association are 
Ukrainian Canadians. 

“Despite the tremendous effort of the Party elite, 
which deployed enormous financial and human re- 
sources and the Party apparatus to support the tran- 
sient Canadian Michael Ignatieff, he failed to draw even 
50% of the vote in his ‘home riding’ on Sunday,” stated 
a press released issued by Ukrainian Canadian mem- 
bers of the Etobicoke Lakeshore riding association, who 
have been embroiled in a battle with Ignatieff since he 
was dropped on the riding from his Massachusetts 
home, last year. 

“Notwithstanding the party apparatus working mas- 
sively and desperately behind the parachuted Mr. 
Ignatieff, Liberals in Etobicoke-Lakeshore have shown 
that they remain undaunted and will continue in their 
efforts to fight for a democratic Liberal Party and a 
progressive Canada,” said Etobicoke-Lakeshore Lib- 
eral Party member Walter Daschko. 

Elected were: Olga Kowal, Myroslava Malychok, 
Emilya Mashkovsteva , Borys Pyskir and Walter 
Kowal. 

Malychok will be unable to attend the convention 


and has been replaced by Myroslava’s e-poshta editor- 
in—chief, Myroslava Oleksiuk. 

Three other Ukrainian Canadian journalists were run- 
ning for delegate spots — two of them in Toronto’s 
Parkdale-High Park. 

The Ukrainian Weekly correspondent Oksana 
Zakydalsky was elected, but New Pathway Associate 
Editor Olena Wawryshyn was not. The other two Ukrai- 
nian Canadians elected in Parkdale-High park were 
Kennedy himself and Andy Tereshyn. 

Four of the six Kennedy delegates elected in 
Edmonton Strathcona are Ukrainian Canadians. They 
are: Greg Hladyshevsky who tied for first place with 
Kennedy’s Northern Alberta organizer George 
Hodgson, Marco Jacuta who ran third, Daria Luciw, 
who was fourth and Professor Bohdan Medwidsky, who 
ran fifth. 

Only seven votes separated the frontrunners from 5еу- 
enth place finisher Ukrainian News editor Marco 
Levytsky, whose surname was misspelled on the bal- 
lot. Levytsky lost his bid for the sixth and final spot by 
one vote and the Kennedy team lost the allocation of 
seven delegate spot sby five. 

Katherine Kozak-Wiebe was elected in the rural 
Alberta riding of Westlock-St. Paul. 

Three Ukrainian Canadians, who ran as Liberal can- 
didates in the January election get ex-officio status. 
They are: Andriy Hladyshevsky (Edmonton Strath- 
cona), Jim Jacuta (Edmonton Leduc) and Nicole Martel 
(Edmonton East). 

Neither Bohdan Klid nor Mykola Girenko made it 
in Edmonton Spruce Grove. 

Ukrainian News did not have the delegate results for 
Edmonton St. Albert, where Yuri Moskal and John 
Eshenko were running, Edmonton East, where Andrew 
and Daniel Lepki were on the ballot, nor any other con- 
stituencies in Canada as this issue went to press. 

A more complete list of Ukrainian Canadian del- 
egates should be in place by the next issue, by which 
time the official delegate list should be available. 


ntre; Cheri Dinovo, NDP MPP. 
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Former Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Alberta Provincial Council Pres- 


ident Bud Conway applauds Stelmach’s speech. 


Stelmach officially launches 
leadership campaign 


Cont. from P. 1 

vesting in new technology and would be a fund that can protect the future 
of youth because, according to demographic projections, anyone 40 years 
or less paying into the Canada Pension Plan will not get the full value of 
their dollars back. 

“If we just say yes, we have to save and just put the money in a mat- 
tress, that may create attention from Ottawa, but if we have a very dedi- 
cated purpose... I think that will be something that all Albertans can focus 
on,” he told Ukrainian News. 

During his announcement he also called for strengthening our rural com- 
munities by focusing on Alberta’s agriculture and resource-based indus- 
tries, a public transparent review of the royalty regime to ensure Albertans 
are getting a fair share of their resources, fiscal discipline and low and fair 
taxes 

He said he would provide growth solutions to municipalities through 
leadership and increased, sustainable funding; to families through more 
available and affordable housing; and to communities by ensuring ser- 
vices, like police, keep pace with economic growth. 

Stelmach proposed to improve quality of life through planned invest- 
ment in transportation, recreation, health and education infrastructure; unit- 
ing health professionals to design a publicly funded health system that 
works for all Albertans; taking better care of our seniors including ex- 
panding long term care and improving standards of care; promoting 
Alberta’s culture, arts and community spirit; protecting our environment 
by reducing emissions and ensuring a sustainable, safe water supply and 
planning for existing and new provincial parks. 

He also vowed to strengthen democracy in Alberta, reduce the size of 
cabinet and establish a Lobbyist and Contractor Registry. 

ЧТ will lead with integrity and will demand the same from my govern- ~ 
ment. I will lead and I will always listen to you, “ said Stelmach. 
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ФОТО -- ЛЮБОМИР МАРКЕВИЧ 


Пам'ятник в Бабиному Яру. 


Бабин Яр за радянських часів 


Кирило Булкін, Радіо Свобода 

Україна i світ вшановують пам'ять лю- 
дей, котрі 65 років тому загинули в Баби- 
ному Яру. Серед них були представники 
багатьох національностей. Але більшість 
загиблих були євреями. Можливо, саме це 
і спричиняло замовчування трагедії упро- 
довж багатьох років. Чим був Бабин Яр у 
радянські часи для тодішньої влади й для 
людей, які приходили вшановувати його 
жертви попри потенційну небезпеку? 

За радянських часів тему трагедії в Баби- 
ному Яру намагались якщо не стерти з 
людської пам'яті, то принаймні замовчати. 
Особливо ж уникали будь-яких згадок про 
трагедію єврейського народу -- на саме 
слово «євреї» існувало неписане табу. 

Тим, хто приходив на місце розстрілів 
ушанувати пам'ять жертв, загрожували 
виклики в КДБ, неприємності на роботі, а 
то й арешти. Попри це знаходились такі, 
що не зважали на цю небезпеку. 

Це були дисиденти — i українські, і єв- 
рейські, каже журналіст, дослідник диси- 
дентського руху Вахтанг Кіпіані. І саме на 
прикладі Бабиного Яру можна було гово- 
рити про те, що ця співпраця існувала, вва- 
жає він: «Хрестоматійним став приклад 29 
вересня 1966 року, коли у Бабиному Яру 
відбувся великий несанкціонований мітинг. 
На ньому виступив Іван Дзюба, був при- 
сутній і Віктор Некрасов. Поклали сотні 

інків до місця розстрілів, але не тільки від 
реїв, а й вінки з написом українською 
мовою». 

Рафаїл Нахманович, який працював тоді 
режисером на студії хронікально-докумен- 
тальних фільмів, зміг відзняти цей мітинг 
на камеру. Плівка, щоправда, згодом без- 
слідно зникла. 

Ось як він розповідає про події соро- 
карічної давнини: «Ми знімали якусь 
картину i тому мали апаратуру, камеру й 
машину. Я вирішив: поїдемо туди й 
познімаємо. Оператором був Тімлін. Він 
побіг у натовп і став знімати. У цей час до 
мене підбіг тімлінський асистент і каже: 
"Там питають, хто головний". Я пішов до 
тих, які питали, Це були два дуже статечні 
молоді чоловіки у штатському вбранні. 
Вони спитали: "Що ви знімаєте?" Я сказав: 
"Знімаємо людей на Бабиному Яру! При- 
пинити зйомку?" — “Hi, знімайте:. А за 
тиждень відбулося засідання Держкіно, на 
якому вкотили по суворій догані з попе- 
редженням нам із Тімліним та директорові 
студії - - застворення на студії атмосфери 
безвідповідальності" й таке інше». 

Чому мирне вшанування пам'яті жертв 
Бабиного Яру спричиняло тиск і навіть 
репресії з боку радянської влади? Історик 
Юрій Шаповал вважає, що причина не лише 
в державному антисемітизмі Радянського 
Союзу. 

Іще закритішою робила цю тему тісно 
пов'язана з нею куренівська катастрофа 
1961 року, коли кілька сотень людей заги- 


нули у селевих потоках. Це сталося знову 
ж таки через бажання влади знищити 
згадку про Бабин Яр: значну частину уро- 
чища закидали будівельним сміттям і 
залили водою. 

Крім того, у замовчуванні Бабиного Яру 
відігравали роль і певні зовнішньополітичні 
обставини, вважає Юрій Шаповал: «У 
Радянському Союзі було здійснено полі- 
тику такого латентного антисемітизму, 
юдофобії. Особливо ці речі посилилися 
після Гельсінкської наради, коли було 
підписано цей "третій кошик" -- гума- 
нітарні права і так далі. Тоді в Радянському 
Союзі виникла величезна reece так 
званих гвідмовників", тобто людей, яким не 
дозволяли виїздити за кордон. І аргумент 
Бабиного Яру міг бути використаний у 
цьому контексті, тому режим не вважав за 
потрібне якимось чином реагувати. Але 
перший пам'ятник і відтак можливість 
збиратися біля цього пам'ятника все-таки 
було зроблено ще за тих часів. I це був та- 
кий вимушений, але дуже важливий крок 
того режиму на відзначення цієї трагічної 
дати». 

Говорячи про пам'ятник, Юрій Шаповал 
має на увазі монумент, що був відкритий у 
Бабиному Яру 1976 року. Цьому пере- 
дували численні погодження, вагання, 
призупинення вже початих робіт... 

Постанову «Про створення пам'ятника у 
Бабиному Яру загиблим радянським гро- 
мадянам» Кабмін i ЦК компартії України 
видали ще 1945 року. Під документом 
стояли підписи Коротченка та Хрущова. 
Оголосили навіть закритий конкурс про- 
ектів, але жодного проекту як основи май- 
бутнього пам'ятника не ухвалили. 

Лише через багато років, вибравши най- 
менш трагічний проект, відкрили пам'ятник 
із написом російською та українською 
мовами (напис на ідиш додали лише 
наприкінці 1980-х): «Тут у 1941-43 роках 
німецько-фашистськими загарбниками 
було розстріляно понад сто тисяч громадян 
міста Києва та військовополонених». 

Та попри те, що від 1976-го вже було куди 
класти квіти для вшанування жертв, смі- 
ливців, що зважувалися на це, дедалі 
меншало. КДБ знову «закрутив гайки», і 
людей, що в річницю трагедії прямували до 
Бабиного Яру, знімали з потягів, штрафу- 
вали, саджали на 15 діб адміністративного 
арешту за сфальсифікованими звинува- 
ченнями. 

Невдовзі поряд з місцем трагедії постала 
величезна телевежа. 

І лише за незалежної України на місці 
розстрілів поставили пам'ятник у вигляді 
менори - - ритуального єврейського семи- 
свічника, який запалюють у дні радості або 
скорботи. 

Але й за наших днів залишається чимало 
питань і суперечок щодо належного 
вшанування пам'яті жертв Бабиного Яру. 


розстріляна в 
Бабиному Яру 


Оксана Пеленська, Радіо Свобода 

Бабин Яр — місце страти десятків тисяч 
українських громадян. I через понад 80 
років після трагедії — чи то з духовного 
недбальства, чи з відсутності історичної 
пам'яті — ми так і не зуміли назвати по- 
іменно всіх, хто там загинув. I все ж напе- 
рекір часові деякі імена до нас дійшли: це 
поетеса Олена Шовгенів-Теліга, неперевер-- 
шений бандурист Михайло Теліга, це поет 
родом із Закарпаття Іван Рошко-Ірляв- 
ський. 

Коли Олена Шовгенів, донька члена уря- 
ду Української Народної Республіки Івана 
Шовгенева, приїхала до чеського міста По-- 
дєбради, їй було 16. Подєбради тоді Hane— 
жали до важливих центрів української 
еміграції, тут працювала Українська госпо -- 
дарська академія, Українська гімназія, 
танцювальна школа Василя Авраменка, 
видавались українські часописи. 

Олена швидко зблизилася з українським 
середовищем, передусім із тими, хто писав 
поезію: Леонідом Мосендзом, Євгеном Ma— 
ланюком, Наталією Лівицькою- Холодною, 
Олегом Ольжичем. Адже й сама вона і в 
Подєбрадах, і потім, коли навчалась в Ук- 
раїнському високому педагогічному ін- 
ституті в Празі, i на еміграції в Польщі не 
переставала писати віршів. 

У Подєбрадах Олена познайомилась зі 
студентом Української академії, українцем 
із Кубані й неперевершеним бандуристом 
Михайлом Телігою. Бандура назавжди ста-- 
ла її улюбленим інструментом, а без Ми- 
хайла Теліги, його пісень не обходилась 
жодна українська вечірка в Подєбрадах. 

Упродовж усього життя незламний дух 
Михайла Теліги, його віра в незалежну 
Україну додавали Олені сил. Олена Шов- 
генів i Михайло Теліга побрались 1 серпня 
1926 року в храмі Святого Миколая в 
Празі. 

Всі, хто знав Олену, відзначали її опти-- 
мізм, ніжну і вразливу душу, неперевер-- 
шений талант відгукнутись на людське 
нещастя. Та насамперед усім своїм єством 
Олена прагнула незалежності своїй бать-- 
ківщині. Вона без вагань увійшла до Opra— 
нізації українських націоналістів, із ри- 
зиком для життя влітку 1941 року повер- 
нулась в Україну. 

В окупованому Києві Олена Теліга очо- 
лила редакцію літературного тижневика 
«Літаври», організувала працю Спілки 
письменників України. Про те, що нацисти 
її можуть арештувати, Олена Теліга, її 
побратим по Спілці поет Іван Рошко- 
Ірлявський знали. Та думку про втечу 
Олена Теліга рішуче відкинула. 

Із вірою в те, що її народ не зламати, вона 


попрямувала у свою останню дорогу. Олена 
разом із чоловіком Михайлом Телігою та 
Іваном Рошком-Ірлявським були арешто-- 
вані. В будинку київського гестапо Олена 
сиділа в камері 34, на стіні якої написала 
свої останні безсмертні слова: «Тут сиділа 
і звідси йде на розстріл Олена Теліга». 

Олену Телігу нацисти розстріляли в Ба- 
биному Яру 22 лютого 1942 року. Днем 
раніше були страчені Михайло Теліга та 
поет Іван Рошко-Ірлявський. 

Українська література втратила вели-- 
кого поета, і ця втрата непоправна, каже 
відомий чеський літературознавець, пере-- 
кладачка творів української поезії, зокрема 
авторів празької поетичної школи Алена 
Моравкова: «Телігу вважають продов- 
жувачем поетичної лінії Лесі Українки. 
Емоційно напружену поезію Теліга 
поєднувала з мотивами інтимної та грома-- 
дянської лірики. У своїх ранніх віршах вона 
відкрито говорила про щастя, біль і відчай 
i про гіркоту еміграційного життя. Став- 
лення Олени Теліги до життя було дуже 
активним, вона прагнула працювати й 
допомагати своїй батьківщині. Як і поет 
Олег Ольжич, вона зреклась спокійного 
життя, вона вибрала бій. Сила і ніжність — 
так передусім характеризується поезія 
Олени Теліги». 

І в павутинні перехресних барв 

Я палко мрію до самого рання, 

Щоб Бог зіслав мені найбільший дар: 
Гарячу смерть, не зимне умирання. 


A. 


ФОТОГРАФІЇ — 


ЛЮБОМИРА МАРКЕВИЧА 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, Oct. 4 -18, 2006, 4-18 жовтня, 2006 


Ukraine seeks 


UN resolution 


declaring famine a genocide 


Ukraine is campaigning for a U.N. General Assem- 
bly resolution that would declare the 1932-33 famine 
that killed up to 10 million people a genocide, Foreign 
Minister Borys Tarasyuk said, Sept. 20, reports The 
Associated Press. 

Ukraine has the support of several nations so far and 
Tarasyuk is using the two-week annual U.N. General 
Assembly event to canvass dozens more, he said in an 
interview Sept. 19. The resolution would accuse So- 
viet dictator Josef Stalin’s regime of deliberately insti- 
gating what Ukrainians call the Great Famine. 

“We expect that the delegations here at the United 
Nations will deplore this artificially made famine as 
an act of genocide against the Ukrainian people,” 
Tarasyuk told The Associated Press. “We would like 
that the international community pay tribute to those 
who perished.” 

Stalin provoked the famine as part of his campaign 
to force Ukrainian peasants to give up their land and 
join collective farms. During the height of the disaster, 
which was enforced by the confiscation of all food by 
the Soviet secret police, cannibalism was widespread. 

Ukzaine has long sought international recognition of 
the famine as a genocide, but has been unable to over- 
come opposition from Russia and other governments 
that do not want to upset Moscow. The famine was kept 
secret by the Soviet authorities, and only in 2003, 


Ukraine declassified more than 1,000 files document- 
ing it. 

That same year, Ukraine’s U.N. Ambassador Valery 
Kuchinsky presented a statement signed by 30 coun- 
tries that condemned the actions of Stalin’s regime but 
stopped short of calling the famine a genocide. 

Ukraine will mark the 75th anniversary of the fam- 
ine in 2008, and Tarasyuk said that would be an appro- 
priate time for the General Assembly to adopt a resolu- 
tion calling the crisis a genocide. 

“After Ukraine became independent and after we got 
rid of the communist domination, this is the time to 
bring the truth to our people and the people of the 
world,” Tarasyuk said. “Of course this is not an easy 
issue to deal with in, particularly with the delegation 
of Russia, but we will continue working with this.” 

Earlier this year, Ukraine failed in its bid for the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States, made up of 12 former 
Soviet republics, to consider recognizing the famine 
as a genocide. Tarasyuk said other nations, including 
Kazakhstan and Russia, had argued that their civilians 
died too and it was wrong to say the famine targeted 
Ukraine alone. 

“T told them that this is your responsibility before your 
people to pay tribute to them,” Tarasyuk said. “We in 
Ukraine feel our responsibility, so that’s why we expect 
that others will join us in paying this tribute of respect.” 


Ukraine urges restraint on Russia, Georgia 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine, Poland and Lithuania 
on Sept. 30 urged Russia and Georgia to quickly find a 
peaceful solution to an escalating spy scandal that had 
aggravated tensions between the two and could trigger 
a crisis. 

Moscow recalled its ambassador from Tbilisi, accused 
Georgia of promoting “state terrorism” and warned that 
its forces could use weapons for self-defense after Geor- 
gia had arrested four alleged Russian spies. 

“We call on both sides not to form mutual relations 
through pressure and confrontation,” President Viktor 
Yushchenko said in Lviv. “We call on both sides to re- 
sort to wisdom, show mutual understanding, respect 
and patience and to find a diplomatic way to settle this 
conflict.” 

The comments underscore growing concerns in the 
region that the tensions may lead to a military clash 
between Russia and Georgia, Ukraine’s closest ally in 
the Commonwealth of Independent States. 

Georgia and Ukraine are founding members of 
GUAM, a regional bloc that has been seeking to re- 
duce Russia’s domination in the former Soviet Union. 
Last year, Georgia and Ukraine initiated creation of a 
bigger bloc, including countries like Poland and 
Lithuania, as a tool of promoting Western-style democ- 
racy in the former Soviet Union. 

Yushchenko has been meeting President Lech 
Kaczynski of Poland and President Valdus Adamkus 
of Lithuania in Lviv during celebrations of the city’s 
750-year anniversary. 

The sharp worsening of relations between Russia and 
Georgia come amid Tbilisi’s plans to quickly join 


NATO, a bloc that Moscow views as a military threat. 

Georgia arrested four Russian soldiers the previous 
week alleging they had been involved in spying and 
have been apparently preparing a coup to overthrow 
the pro-Western regime in Tbilisi. 

Moscow responded by recalling its ambassador from 
Tbilisi and ordering evacuation of families of Russian 
diplomats. On Oct. 1, Russian President Vladimir Putin 
likened actions to those of Lavrentiy Beria, the Geor- 
gian who headed the Soviet secret police under Joseph 
Stalin, and calling them “state terrorism.” 

But also Oct. 1, Putin took a step that could keep the 
tensions from spiraling further by ordering the defense 
ministry to continue its plans for withdrawing troops 
from Georgia. A Russian general a day earlier had an- 
nounced that the plans were suspended. 

Russia on Sept. 29 sent warships to those parts of 
the Black Sea that border Georgia with ships “to patrol 
the region for preventing threat of terrorism and prolif- 
eration of weapons of mass destruction.” 

Russia said the warships were assigned a mission 
within the Black Sea Harmony, an international naval 
operation, which had been jointly operated with Tur- 
key. Tbilisi said sending the ships shows that Russia 
has been putting pressure on Georgia. 

Yushchenko said Ukraine, Poland and Lithuania were 
prepared to get involved as mediators to help ease down 
the growing standoff between Russia and Georgia. 

“We are confident that should goodwill be shown... 
we are ready to promote realization of such scenario,” 
Yushchenko said. “Lithuania, Poland and Ukraine are 
ready to be constructive in settling this conflict.” 


Ukraine looks to Berlin to strengthen its EU ties 


By Honor Mahony, EU Observer 

Ukraine is looking to the German 
presidency of the EU next year to 

boost its ties with Brussels and pre- 
pare a more attractive EU policy to- 
wards the east. 

In an interview with German daily 
Die Welt, President Victor 
Yushchenko said he hoped that Ber- 
lin would work on a new EU bilateral 
agreement with Kyiv that would re- 
place the current deal — known as the 
Partnership and Cooperation Agree- 
ment—- which runs out in 2008. 

Yushchenko said his country ex- 
pected the new ties to run via ап EU 
association agreement — promising 
closer bilateral relations than the 
current set-up — and that it would 
contain a “European perspective” 
for Ukraine. 

“Ukraine is making an effort to 
fulfill the demands for EU accession 
candidates and expects a confirma- 
tion of its European perspective 
from Brussels,” said the president, 
who has been a champion of closer 
EU ties since the peaceful Orange 


Revolution in 2004. 

He also said Kyiv was expecting 
Germany to take the initiative and 
push for the current neighbourhood 
policy of the EU to be reworked re- 
sulting in a “new and more attrac- 
tive form of cooperation for 
[Ukraine].” 

Berlin has already indicated it 
wants to revamp the bloc’s policy 
towards its eastern neighbours with 
foreign minister Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier saying last month “in the 
EU we need attractive and credible 
offers for our neighbours.” 

At the moment the EU has signed 
a series of neighbourhood agree- 
ments with the countries that sur- 
round it. These agreements are 
based on a carrot and stick approach 
and offer a range of trade-related in- 
centives in return for progress on de- 
mocracy reform. 

But they do not promise anything 
in the way of eventual membership 
of the EU, with Yushchenko hoping 
for more recognition from Brussels 
on the progress Ukraine has made 


since 2004. 

But the European Commission, 

though never shutting the EU mem- 
bership door completely, has refused 
to meet Kyiv half way on this issue, 
conscious of an enlargement-weary 
public within the bloc. 
“The future is not prejudged, but at 
this moment clearly there is no 
membership perspective”, said EU 
external relations commissioner 
Benita Ferrero-Waldner during a 
visit by prime minister Victor 
Yanukovych to Brussels earlier this 
month. 
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Visa deal snags 
Ukraine’s EU relations 


(Ukrainian Journal) —EU-Ukraine relations are hitting a fresh bump over 
visas, with Kyiv blaming delays in a new travel deal on anti-immigration 
politics in the west, EUobserver reported Oct 2. 

Юктаїпе had expected to seal a visa facilitation package for post-Janu- 
ary 2007 travel to the EU in Helsinki on Oct. 27, joining Russia in a scheme 
to avoid EU visa price hikes from 35 euros to 60 euros per person next 


_| year. 


But France, Germany, Austria, Poland, Slovakia and Hungary are de- 
laying agreement on the text due to a dispute on readmission of third country 
nationals — people from countries such as China or Pakistan who enter 
the EU via Ukraine. 

“We have proposed the same workable formula for readmission as the 
one the BU already has with Russia and Russia has with Ukraine,” а Ukrai- 
nian diplomat told EUobserver. “So we do not see how our formula could 
form a ‘negative precedent’ in the region.” 

He added the talks are “fixable” when it comes to new member states, 
but that they are “political” in the three western powers, with Ukraine not 
getting proper BU recognition for its help on BU border and security poli- 
cies in Moldova and the Western Balkans. 

“We understand the immigration fears of the EU countries,” the Ukraine 
contact stated. “But we need a proper balance of actions. We cannot be in 
a position of giving help where we are needed but getting nothing in re- 
turn.” 

BU officials handling the talks rejected the Ukrainian analysis, how- 
ever. “There will be a visa facilitation deal with Ukraine if not this month, 
then next month,” one EU diplomat stated. 

“Tt’s absolutely not political. It’s technical and there is plenty of good 
will from the EU side,” he added. “Ukraine is not being treated as a sec- 
ond class neighbor next to Russia. If anything, Ukraine is getting privi- 
leged treatment.” 

Kyiv’s figures show the country “readmitted” 1,844 third-country na- 
tionals from the EU last year, compared to 1,211 in 2004, with the country 
calling for EU help to boost poor conditions in migrant squatter camps 
near the Polish and Slovak borders. 

“Tronically, the costs per migrant in temporary residence centres in 
Ukraine sometimes exceed the daily income levels of the populace around 
them,” the Ukrainian official indicated, with average wages in Ukraine at 

just 170 euros a month. 

The Ukraine visa hiccup comes after pro-Russian politician Viktor 
Yanukovych — who is tinged in Brussels with suspicions of corruption 
and poisoning relating to the 2004 Orange Revolution — came back to 
power as prime minister last month. 

Yanukovych has said Ukraine will stick to its post-revolutionary, pro- 
EU path but is keen to “pause” NATO-membership progress. The Euro- 
pean Commission has responded by taking а “wait-and-see” approach with 
the new leader for now. 


Correction on photo credit 


The photograph of the winner of the UCC — SPC lottery in the previous 
issue, which was incorrectly credited to ог Kodak, should have been 
credited to Oksanna Zwarych 
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By Sheila Copps, Toronto Sun, Oct. 4, 2006 

The real winner of this past “Super Weekend” in the 

Liberal leadership race is Gerard Kennedy. 
_ Notwithstanding his Ontario roots, he managed an 
impressive showing across the country that far out- 
stripped anyone’s expectations. His Achilles heel has 
been rightfully identified as Quebec, but he has time in 
the next two months to turn that around. 

With virtually no media attention, Kennedy emerged 
-neck-and-neck with media favourites Stephane Dion 
and Bob Rae in what is now a four-man fight. 

As for frontrunner Michael Ignatieff, with 70% of 
current delegates in other camps, victory seems elu- 
sive at best. The early Ignatieff stampede, with one- 
quarter of the caucus on board the day he announced, 
has stalled to a trickle. 

Unless the frontrunner can rapidly reverse the im- 
pression that his campaign is losing steam, his growth 
potential is in danger. 

Most ex-officio voters, including former ministers, 
current MPs, riding presidents and executive members, 
like to be on a winning team. They also like to think 
their vote can make a difference. Former PM Paul 
Martin encouraged his supporters to remain neutral in 
this race in the hopes they could move as a bloc at the 
right moment. Many ignored his advice, with the ma- 
jority of Martin supporters sprinkled between the 
Ignatieff and the Dion camps. If it looks as though 
Ignatieff is stalled, more than 1,000 ex-officio mem- 
bers may wait until the December convention to make 
their move. 

Ignatieff also faces the danger of an “anybody but” 
campaign. As Kennedy knows from personal experi- 
ence, frontrunner status is a double-edged sword. He 
went into the 1996 Ontario Liberal Party leadership in 
first place on multiple ballots, only to see the crown 
snatched by fourth-place Dalton McGuinty. Those who 
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Stelmach’s platform 
gives more reasons 
to support him 


While many people in our community are supporting Alberta Progres- 
sive Conservative leadership candidate Ed Stelmach because he is of Ukrai- 
nian origin and active in our community life, it is useful to note that Ed 
also has the best platform when it comes to presenting innovative ideas 
for the future. 

He presented these ideas at the official launch of his campaign in Fort 
Saskatchewan, Sept. 27. 

Among them is his proposal to negotiate an immigration agreement 
with Ottawa allowing Albertans to set our own immigration polices. 

This is of special interest to our community as it will have a direct im- 
pact on the number of immigrants Alberta brings in from Ukraine. For 
one thing, immigrants from Ukraine have a lot of technical skills that are 
needed in Alberta’s booming economy. For another we have a very wide 
community infrastructure that can assist immigrants and help them inte- 
grate into Canadian life. What he is proposing is no different from what 
other provinces, most notably Quebec, are already doing in the field ої 
immigration, 

- The same applies to his proposal for an Alberta Pension Plan. Quebec 
has his own. What Stelmach sees is an opportunity to invest some of our 
resource revenue into new technology and provide security for younger 
Albertans who will find that they won’t be getting back what they put in 
into the Canada Pension Plan, because of the strain that will be put on the 

system as the baby-boomers reach retirement age. 

During his launch Stelmach also called for strengthening our rural com- 
munities by focusing on Alberta’s agriculture and resource-based indus- 
tries, a public transparent review of the royalty regime to ensure Albertans 
are getting a fair share of their resources, fiscal discipline and low and fair 
taxes 

He said he would provide growth solutions to municipalities through 
leadership and increased, sustainable funding; to families through more 
available and affordable housing; and to communities by ensuring ser- 
vices, like police, keep pace with economic growth. 

Stelmach proposed to improve quality of life through planned invest- 
ment in transportation, recreation, health and education infrastructure; unit- 
ing health professionals to design a publicly funded health system that 
works for all Albertans; taking better care of our seniors including ex- 

panding long term care and improving standards of care; promoting 
Alberta’s culture, arts and community spirit; protecting our environment 
by reducing emissions and ensuring a sustainable, safe water supply and 
planning for existing and new provincial parks. 

He also vowed to strengthen democracy in Alberta, reduce the size of 
cabinet and establish a Lobbyist and Contractor Registry. 

All this makes for a very substantial platform and gives all of us more 
reasons to support Ed Stelmach 

In order to vote for Ed Stelmach, you must buy a $5.00 membership 
card in the Alberta Progressive Conservative Party. You may be approached 
by someone in our community to buy one, you can call (780) 481-0011, 
(403) 303-2773, 1-877-483-0011, or you can visit Ed’s website at: 
<www.stelmach.ca>. 

Each member gets one vote. Voting will be held at various locations in 
each constituency. The first ballot will be held November 25, the second, 
if needed, on December 2. 

For those who may be elsewhere on those days (for example, in Montreal 
on December 2 voting to make another Ukrainian Canadian, Gerard 
Kennedy, the federal Liberal leader) please be advised that the first ad- 
vance poll shall occur on November 20 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and i 
a second ballot is required, that advance poll shall occur on November 29 
from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 


By Oleg Varfolomeyev 

(Jamestown Foundation)—As President Viktor 
Yushchenko struggles to adapt to a situation in which 
his party controls neither the cabinet nor the parlia- 
ment — and the prime minister is not his ally, let alone 
his appointee — he may also lose control of the re- 
gions. Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych has appar- 
ently decided it is high time for his Party of Regions 
(PRU) to use the advantage of having control of most 
of Ukraine’s regional councils, after winning not only 
the national, but also most of the local, elections in 
March 2006. Yanukoyych wants to get rid ої рго- 
Yushchenko regional governors and, should he not suc- 
ceed, the PRU may try to push through parliament a 
law abolishing presidentially appointed governors al- 
together. 

At a cabinet meeting on Sept. 28, Yanukovych sug- 
gested that Yushchenko should dismiss five regional 
governors for poor performance. He named Poltava 
region’s Valery Asadchev, Ternopil governor Ivan 
Stoyko, Kharkiv governor Arsen Avakoy, Kherson gov- 
ernor Borys Silenkov, and Chernihiv governor Mykola 
Lavryk. Asadchev represents the pro- Yushchenko 
Ukrainian People’s Party, and the other four are from 
Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine. 

Yanukovych was confronted by Yushchenko appoin- 
tees Interior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko and Justice Min- 
ister Roman Zvarych, as well as the newly appointed 
deputy head of Yushchenko’s secretariat, Arseny 
Yatsenyuk. They warned Yanukovych against taking 
hasty decisions. Zvarych argued that Yanukovych’s 
draft document regarding the five governors had not 
been assessed by the Justice Ministry, as required by 
law. In response, Yanukovych threatened to dismiss 
Zvarych. Yanukovych recalled that Zvarych’s party, Our 
Ukraine, is still not formally a member of the govern- 
ment coalition, so the chairs under Zvarych and other 
Our Ukraine representatives in the cabinet are shaky. 

Yushchenko’s reaction to Yanukovych’s request was 
predictably negative. In an unprecedented show of con- 
tempt for Yanukovych, he refused to attend the cabinet 
meeting, although he had been scheduled to partici- 
pate. Speaking on the following day in Тегпорії, one 
of the regions whose governor Yanukovych wants to 
fire, Yushchenko rejected Yanukovych’s request, wam- 
ing him against “hasty decisions on personnel.” He said 
that the cabinet should coordinate its decisions regard- 
ing regional governors with the presidential secretariat. 
The cabinet accepted this condition on Oct. 3, suggest- 
ing that Yushchenko should study the situation with 
the five governors jointly with the cabinet. 

Yushchenko does not want to sack the five gover- 


Yushchenko, 
wrestle over governors 
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Kennedy is the Grit to watch 


think Ignatieff has it in the bag need to only to look at 
the results in Canada’s most vote-rich province, Ontario. 
Kennedy and Ignatieff share the lead in a part of the 
country that has been crucial to Liberal electoral for- 
tunes. That fact is not lost on Liberal MPs past and 
present. 

As for Quebec, Kennedy desperately needs to land 
some heavy-hitters in a province that is largely depen- 
dent on paid organizers. He also needs to focus on show- 
ing that his Acadian wife and bilingual children have a 
dad who can linguistically keep up with them. It would 
be foolish to write off his chances based on his poor 
Quebec showing when a few good organizers could 
easily turn the situation around. Who remembers how 
Stephen Harper was written off in la belle province just 
weeks before he garnered 10 seats there? 

Last weekend’s boost will stimulate Kennedy’s sup- 
porters, resulting in a greater turnout at the conven- 
tion. With delegates forking out almost $1,000 for the 
right to vote, who shows up will play a large role in the 
outcome. 

The losers last weekend were Canadian women. The 
lone female, Martha Hall-Findlay, enters the final 
stretch with fewer votes than any man in the race. She 
has bravely vowed to stay put. But her last-place status 
is an embarrassment to a party that prides itself on 
equality. 

To see her voting base outstripped by Joe Volpe 
makes many Liberals shake their heads in dismay. Does 
the party really think a candidate with his record (his 
campaign was just fined $20,000 for inappropriately 
buying memberships in Quebec) is more attractive than 
the only woman still in the race? 

Politics is no worse than other sectors when it comes 
to sexism. But to see a trilingual, dynamic candidate 
bring up the rear in a race of also-rans should be trou- 
bling to all of us. 


Yanukovych 


nors, arguing that Yanukovych is guided by nothing 
more than political considerations, as their economic 
performance has not been bad. The problem is that the 
constitution is on Yanukovych’s side. Article 118 states 
that the president appoints or dismisses regional goy- 
ernors at the request of the cabinet. This was a formal- 
ity before the constitutional reform that came into ef- 
fect this year, as all previous cabinets consisted of presi- 
dential appointees, so the president’s choice of a gov- 
ernor was by default also the cabinet’s choice. Now 
that it is parliament, not the president that hires and 
fires the prime minister and the cabinet, nothing should 
prevent the prime minister, if he is not an ally of the 
president, from disagreeing with the president’s choice 
of governors. 

The current situation, however, looks like a stale- 
mate. Yushchenko does not want to accept 
Yanukovych’s opinion, and Yanukovych apparently 
does not see how he can enforce his will regarding the 
five governors he wants to remove. A possible way out 
for Yanukovych is to try and abolish regional gover- 
nors altogether. During a visit to Donetsk on Sept. 29, 
Yanukovych said that a regional government reform 
bill will be offered to parliament later this fall, provid- 
ing for scrapping the regional state administrations, i.e. 
governor offices, and replacing them with regional ex- 
ecutive committees that would be subordinated to re- 
gional councils, rather than to the central executive. 

If parliament adopted this reform, governors would 
be abolished as early as next year, Yanukovych said. 
Yushchenko, in that case, may lose control over the 
regions, which are currently run by governors, most of 
whom are his appointees. Most of the regional coun- 
cils however, except those in the west of Ukraine, are 
controlled either by the PRU or by PRU-dominated 
local coalitions. Yanukovych’s reform plans, however, 
contradicts the constitution, which subordinates re- 
gional governments to the central executive. 

Meanwhile, seven local deputies in PRU-dominated 
Kharkiv went on a hunger strike on Oct. 2, protesting 
Yushchenko’s refusal to dismiss Kharkiv governor 
Avakov, who was on Yanukovych’s list. The seven is- 
sued a statement accusing Yushchenko of violating the 
constitution. They quoted the same Article 118, which 
stipulates that the president has to dismiss a governor 
if two-thirds of deputies on a respective regional coun- 
cil vote no confidence in the governor. The Kharkiv 
regional council voted no confidence in Avakov in a 
vote of 105-1 with three abstentions in June 2006. 
Avakov appealed against the council’s decision in 
courts, which have not taken any decision so far, the 
statement said. 
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Six ways for Yanukovych to circumvent 
Yushchenko on foreign policy 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)— The accustomed division 
of prerogatives in Ukraine, whereby the president 
handles foreign policy while the prime minister over- 
sees the economy, is no longer operational. The consti- 
tutional reform has shifted the balance of power in 
prime minister’s favor. By turning down a NATO- 
Ukraine Membership Action Plan, and receiving the 
support of parliament and government against the presi- 
dent over this issue, Viktor Yanukovych has just dem- 
onstrated that the prime minister can and will conduct 
foreign policy in a hands-on style: President Viktor 
Yushchenko’s team seemed not to recognize this new 
reality when it opted for a governing arrangement with 
Yanukovych’s Party of Regions. The presidency con- 
tinued describing its authority to conduct foreign policy 
as the holy of holies of presidential powers. However, 
it now seems unable to defend that authority in prac- 
tice from the prime minister’s and parliamentary 
majority’s far-reaching forays. 

Following the Cabinet and Rada resolutions in his 
favor, Yanukovych felt emboldened enough to tell for- 
eign journalists in Kyiv, “Viktor Andriyovich’s 
[Yushchenko] wishes sometimes exceed his possibili- 
ties”. He also cautioned the presidentially appointed 
ministers of defense and foreign affairs to “act more 
correctly,” stop mounting the “political tribunes,” co- 
ordinate their positions with him and the government, 
and limit themselves to expressing consensus views 
when going public. Yanukovych tersely ruled out De- 
fense Minister Anatoliy Hrytsenko’s suggestion to 
implement MAP reforms de facto, without a formal 
MAP, on the basis of presidential authority. “That can’t 
be and won’t Бе," Yanukovych retorted, warning that 
he would impose “strict discipline” in that regard. 

The beleaguered presidency now seems to realize that 
the vaguely worded National Unity Declaration — os- 
tensibly the basis of the governing coalition — is no de- 
fense against Yanukovych’s and Regions’ expansion of 
power. Blindsided by Yanukovych’s move in Brussels, 
Yushchenko initially issued a “first political warning” to 
the prime minister, which the latter demonstratively ig- 
nored. The presidency then considered calling a special 
meeting of the National Security and Defense Council 
(NSDC) to reaffirm Yushchenko’s supreme authority on 
foreign and defense policies and to instruct all branches 
of power to follow the presidential line. Moreover, a state- 
ment by Viktor Baloha, newly appointed head of the 
Presidential Secretariat, rebuffed the Rada’s resolution 
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as “provocative,” “confrontational,” and encroaching on 
the president’s prerogatives. However, the presidency was 
quick to retreat from a confrontation. 

The NSDC’s session, held on Sept. 20, introduced a 
note of realism to the presidency’s discourse on NATO 
membership and Yushchenko “would not like Ukraine 
to be drawn into senseless discussions about NATO 
membership, as the issue is not on the agenda at this 
stage,” he told the country after the session. The presi- 
dent redefined the issue as involving a determination 
of whether Ukraine will be ready for MAP in a follow- 
up stage of cooperation with NATO. The pro-NATO 
ministers of foreign affairs and defense, Borys Tarasyuk 
and Anatoliy Hrytsenko, have fallen back on the posi- 
tion that Yanukovych’s renunciation of Ukraine’s MAP 
has no long-term consequences, but only slowed down 
Ukraine’s advance toward NATO for the short term. 

However, the presidency’s would-be coalition part- 
ners have quickly found mechanisms to offset or by- 
pass the president’s formal authority over foreign policy. 
On the legal side, these mechanisms include: the hith- 
erto overlooked constitutional Article 85, paragraph 5; 
the prime minister’s responsibility to a newly empow- 
ered parliament; his ability to demand cabinet disci- 
pline; and the parliament’s ability to raise legislative 
obstacles to Ukraine’s bid for NATO membership. On 
the extralegal side, the method just seen consists of ig- 
noring or even excluding pro-NATO ministers from key 
deliberations and delegations. Not used or tested as yet 
is the circumvention of presidential policy by under 
financing military reforms (although public informa- 
tion funding is already threatened). This can be applied 
even in the absence of rhetorical opposition to NATO. 

Thus, the debate needs to be substantially recast with 
account taken of the shift of political power in the coun- 
try. It must begin by recognizing that MAP was no 
longer available to Ukraine this year after the thwart- 
ing of joint military exercises in early summer, the for- 
mation of the Ukrainian government in its present form, 
and the full if belated realization\of NATO’s low popu- 
larity rating in Ukraine. Ultimately — as Bruce Jack- 
son, president of the U.S.-based Project on Transitional 
Democracies, points out — Yanukovych’s stance in 
Brussels could not have been different and becomes in 
that way comprehensible. The situation underscores the 
need to change perceptions in Ukraine’s public opin- 
ion and, equally, to work patiently with the Party of 
Regions leadership, educating it to a better understand- 
ing of law-based governance and national interests. 


Gongadze case still unsolved, despite pushing 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—The Gongadze murder case has been the 
most politicized crime in Ukraine’s 15 years as an inde- 
pendent state. Now, six years after the disappearance of 
Internet journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, the case is still not 
fully solved — to the frustration of many Ukrainians. 

Gongadze’s murder in September 2000 led to the 
bloodiest street riots Kyiv has seen since the 1917 Oc- 

tober Revolution. Demonstrators demanding the res- 
ignation of then President Leonid Kuchma, who was 
suspected of having ordered the killing, were brutally 
beaten by special police detachments. 

In November 2000, covert recordings surfaced, sup- 
posedly of Kuchma’s office made by a member of his 
security detail, Mykola Melnychenko. The tapes con- 
tained a voice similar to Kuchma’s giving orders to the 
head of the Interior Ministry, Yuriy Kravchenko, that 
Gongadze be “taken, beaten, and thrown to the 
Chechens.” 

Some politicians in Ukraine are now pushing for reso- 
lution of the case: 

Addressing the Ukrainian Parliament on Sept. 15, 
parliament speaker Oleksander Moroz launched an 
angry attack against unnamed “high government offi- 
cials” for drawing out the murder investigation. 

“The investigation of this case is being deliberately 
prolonged by members of the government,’ Moroz said. 
“This is the result of a politically motivated request.” 

Moroz, along with others, believes that President 

. Viktor Yushchenko has instructed the prosecutor-gen- 
eral not to press charges against Kuchma for ordering 
the killing of Gongadze. 

Ukrainian Prosecutor-General Oleksander Medvedko 
defended his office, telling parliament that, although 
the voice on the recordings appears to be Kuchma’s, 
the fact that Melnychenko has not provided the pros- 
ecution with the original chips on which he recorded 
the conversations precludes his office from pressing 
charges against Kuchma. 

Mykola Protasov and Valeriy Kostenko in court in 
December 2005 Melnychenko has said he is refusing 
to turn over the original chips because he fears Ukrai- 
nian law-enforcement organizations might be asked to 


shield Kuchma from prosecution and destroy the only 
credible evidence remaining of his possible guilt. 

Another investigation, into the death of Kravchenko, 
was reopened in August by the Prosecutor-General’s 
Office. 

After the Orange coalition victory and the inaugura- 
tion of Yushchenko as president in January 2005, a cam- 
paign to clean up the country began. Two months later, 
in March, Kravchenko allegedly committed suicide by 
shooting himself in the head twice. 

He had been asked to appear at the prosecutor’s of- 
fice on the day of his death to answer questions about 
the Gongadze case. He left a note saying that he was 
the victim of “Kuchma’s intrigues.” 

Some, however, have speculated that Kravchenko 
had been murdered in order to prevent him from nam- 
ing those who gave the order to kill Gongadze. 

The perceived footdragging on the investigation has 
reinvigorated the idea that Yushchenko made a secret 
deal with Kuchma in December 2004, which gave 
Kuchma immunity from prosecution in return for his 
pledge to support a third round of balloting during the 
hotly contested presidential election. 

Kuchma allegedly agreed and Yushchenko won the 
election. Both Kuchma and Yushchenko deny that such 
an agreement exists 

Despite the sluggish investigation, the Prosecutor- 
General’s Office has produced some notable results. 

In August 2005, three high-ranking police officials 
— Valeriy Kostenko, Mykola Protasov, and Oleksandr 
Popovy:ch — were arrested and put on trial for kidnap- 
ping and killing the journalist. 

The officers admitted to the charges, but insisted they 
did so on the direct orders of Oleksa Pukach, an Inte- 
rior Ministry general responsible for overseeing 
Gongadze’s surveillance in the months prior to his kid- 
napping. ; 

Pukach, however, had already fled to Israel where 
numerous attempts to extradite him failed. In 2005, a 
team of Ukrainian security service operatives were sent 
to Israel to kidnap Pukach. The attempt failed and they 
returned home empty handed. Pukach remains on 
Ukraine’s most-wanted list. 


We can work with 
Yanukovych, says Rice 


(Ukrainian Journal) — US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice told her 
Ukrainian counterpart on Sept. 25 that Washington was eager to work 
with the new. government of pro-Russian Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych. 

But she said Ukraine’s integration into the US-led NATO alliance and 
other “Euro-Atlantic” institutions depended on the pace of democratic 
reform in the former Soviet republic, AFP reported, citing a senior US 
official. 

Rice met with Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk on the sidelines of the 
UN General Assembly, accompanied by the State Department’s chief hu- 
man rights official, Barry Lowenkron, and its top democracy promotion 
advocate, Undersecretary of State Paula Dobriansky. 

Rice raised the possibility of visiting Ukraine during 45 minutes of talks, 
but no decision was announced, the official said on condition of anonymity. 

“The secretary emphasized that the United States is ready to work with 
the new democratically elected Ukrainian government,” AFP reported cit- 
ing the official. 

Yanukovych, a pro-Russian leader, challenged Yushchenko’s foreign 
policy by announcing a “pause” in its efforts to join the US-led NATO 
military alliance, though he expressed support for Ukraine’s eventual mem- 
bership in the European Union. 

In their talks Sept. 25, Rice “reiterated that the US supports Ukrainian 
integration into Euro-Atlantic institutions’ — meaning NATO and the 
European Union. 

But she said the “pace of that evolving relationship will depend on con- 
tinued reforms in Ukraine and the Ukrainian government’s comfort with 
the pace of that evolving relationship,” the official said. 

They also discussed negotiations on Ukraine’s candidacy to join the 
World Trade Organization, a possible Ukrainian contribution to the UN 
peacekeeping force in Lebanon and regional efforts to deal with “frozen 
conflicts,” he said, without elaborating. 

Prior to Ukraine’s disputed 2004 election, the United States had ac- 
tively funneled funds to pro-democracy, non-governmental groups and 
sent election monitors to observe the polls. 

But US officials have dismissed suggestions that Ukraine under 
Yanukovych and his association with the authoritarianism and corruption 
of ex-president Leonid Kuchma has fallen from the democratic path. 

State Department Spokesman Sean McCormack said recently that 
Yanukovych’s move up into the prime ministership was “the evolution of 
a democratic process in Ukraine”. 


PETER GOLDRING. 
Member of Parliament , 
Edmonton East 


My office is available to provide assistance to you in many areas, such 
as the following, involving the federal government: 


Citizenship and Immigration: www.cic.gc.ca 
Passports, Citizenship, Immigration 


Human Resources and Social Development: 
Canada (HRSDC): www.hrsdce.ge.ca 
Employment insurance benefits (regular, 
sickness, maternity) 

Canada Pension Plan (retirement, disability) 
Old Age Security (OAS) and Guaranteed 
Income Supplement (GIS) 

Universal Child Care Benefit 


Canada Revenue Agency (CRA): 
Www.cra-arc.gc.ca 

Income tax 

Goods and Services Tax (GST) Credit 
Child Tax Benefit 


My office is also available to provide congratulatory 
certificates in relation to birthday and anniversary 
milestones: 


Birthdays (65 years and older). 
Anniversaries (25 years and up) and every five 
years thereafter. 


Please call my office for further information: 


9111-118 Ave.; Edmonton, АВ; Т5В 0T9 
Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday to Friday 


nn 


495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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Ukraine commemorates 
Babyn Yar 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko on Sept. 26 
launched two days of commemoration for the 65th anniversary of the Nazi 
massacre at Babyn Yar, Ukrainian and international media reported. 

On Sept. 29-30, 1941, invading Nazis killed more than 33,000 Jewish 
men, women, and children in the Babyn Yar ravine near Kyiv. 

During the war up to 100,000 more people — including Jews, Roma, 
Soviet prisoners of war, and Ukrainian nationalists —were executed at 
the site. 

“Babyn Yar must become a link that should forewarn and guard the 
world from aggressive and bloody xenophobia,” Yushchenko said during 
the opening of an exhibition dedicated to the 65th anniversary of the mas- 
sacre in Kyiv. 

The ceremony was attended by Israeli President Moshe Katsavy, Croatian 
President Stipe Mesic, and Montenegrin President Filip Vujanovic. 


Administrative Assistant 


St. John’s Institute is currently seeking an administrative assistant for our 
diverse and multifaceted facility. The successful candidate must be confi- 
dent in their office abilities and comfortable working with a variety of 
clients. 


Duties for this position include: 
» Answering telephone and email inquiries 

« Experience with data-entry (preferably with Excel and QuickBooks) 

© Reception related duties such as filing, photocopying, mail, couriers, fax, invoicing 
» Other administrative duties as requested 

« Some basic accounts payable/accounts receivable experience 


Qualifications for this position include: 

* Must be confident and outgoing 

¢ Must be self-sufficient and resourceful 

¢ Must have proficiency in MS Word and Excel 

¢ Must have strong organizational skills with the ability to multi-task 


Starting salary is negotiable; hours are 8:00am-4:00pm Monday through 
Friday. 


Please send resume to: 
Amanda Shuya, Executive Director, St. John’s Institute 
eMail. ashuya@stjohnsinstitute.com 


No telephone calls please. 
Start Date: October 1, 2006 or negotiable. 


Osvita students and counselors in St. John’s Institute Chapel. 


Osvita students revisit 
their Ukrainian roots 


By Tamara Horpyniuk, 
Osvita Counselor 

3.6% of all Canadians are of 
Ukrainian origin and they are the 
seventh largest ethnic group in 
Canada. Many in the Ukrainian 
Diaspora feel a strong desire to re- 
discover or strengthen their roots 
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and pass on the Ukrainian culture” 


to younger generations. 

Osvita, meaning “education” in 
Ukrainian, is an intense 3-week 
summer school program run out of 
St. John’s Institute in Edmonton. 
This program offers students the 
opportunity to learn about the Ukrai- 
nian language and culture in a fun 
and supportive environment. Re- 
ceiving high school credits, students 
learn Ukrainian during the day and 
also learn about Ukrainian culture 
through various cultural program- 
ming in the evenings and on week- 
ends. A wholesome array of Ukrai- 
nian culture is experienced as stu- 
dents take part in Ukrainian singing, 
dancing, cooking Ukrainian cuisine, 
art, religion, and more. 

17 students participated in the 
Osvita 2006 Edmonton program. In 
addition to studying language, stu- 
dents attended the Vegreville 
Pysanka Festival, had a fun-filled 
day at the Ukrainian Cultural Heri- 
tage Village, visited and served 
lunch to seniors at St. Andrew’s 
Selo, and dined at the Taste of 
Ukraine restaurant. Students also 
wrote icons of Archangel Michael, 
under the instruction of Marianna 
Savaryn. At the end of the program 
in Edmonton, students displayed the 
talents they acquired throughout the 
Osvita program in a final concert 
that was presented for friends and 
family. 

Following the Edmonton program, 


7 Osvita students, accompanied by 
the Osvita director and counselors, 
traveled to Ukraine to experience the 
contemporary Ukrainian culture and 
to practice using their acquired lan- 
guage skills. The students were able 
to visit the homeland of their ances- 
tors and experience the culture 
through many excursions and activi- 
ties. Visits to monasteries and to a 
boys’ orphanage depicted different 
lifestyles that were definite eye- 
openers for the students. 

The preservation of Ukrainian 
language and culture is important, 
as many students and families want 
to keep the Ukrainian culture and 
language alive. Tanya Lesiuk, an 
Osvita student from Calgary, com- 
ments on the importance of the 
Osvita program: “I think that the 
Osvita program is very valuable be- 
cause it gives people like myself, 
who have not had the opportunity 
to receive a Ukrainian language edu- 
cation, a chance to be immersed in 
an environment that supports and 
encourages the learning of the 
Ukrainian language and culture 
through fun games and activities.” 

Osvita is a wholesome educa- 
tional program that introduces and 
strengthens students’ knowledge of 
the Ukrainian language and culture. 
Because of this program, individu- 
als of the Ukrainian Diaspora are 
able to unite with their roots and live 
the culture they are a part of. 


Tymoshenko 


takes lead of 


parliamentary opposition 


(RFE/RF)—Former Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko, who is head 
of the eponymous opposition bloc, announced on Sept. 22 that her bloc 
will form the core of an interfactional opposition in the Verkhovna Rada, 
Ukrainian and international news agencies reported. 

So far, the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc has been joined in opposition by 
two lawmakers elected from the Socialist Party list — Yosyp Vinskyy and 


Halyna Harmash. 


Tymoshenko expressed hope that the parliamentary opposition will soon 
be expanded with lawmakers from Our Ukraine but she did not specify 


any number. 


Tymoshenko took the helm of the interfactional parliamentary opposi- 


tion. 


Her deputies are Oleksandr Turchynov and Mykola Tomenko from her 


bloc and Vinskyy. 


Ukrainian News/Y«pail 
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Members of St. Nicholas UCWLC with Fr. Myron after the Divine Liturgy. 


St. Nicholas U.C.W.L.C. 
celebrates 40 years 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian 
Catholic Women’s League of 
Canada branch at St. Nicholas Par- 
ish in Edmonton celebrated its 40th 
anniversary with a Divine Liturgy, 
followed by a tea, Oct. 1. 

During the tea, keynote speaker, 
Treasurer Shirley Rudnitski oulined 
the history of the branch, which 
started with the organization of the 
St. Nicholas Ladies Club with 12 
women from the newly formed Par- 
ish and Father Anthony Pawliuk as 
the Spiritual Advisor. 

The first executive consisted of: 
President, Mary Boon; Vice Presi- 
dent, Emily Palamarek; Secretary, 
Anne Fedyna; Treasurer, Mary 
Matishak; and Fifth Member, 
Marienne Fedechko. 

By September 1966 membership 
had grown to 38 and the following 
month joined the UCWLC. The 
members of the previous executive 
remained with the following excep- 
tions — Secretary was now Kay 
Gordey and Treasurer was Olga 
Zeniuk. 

“With our increased membership, 
monthly meetings were held, com- 
mittees were formed and additional 
parochial activities were com- 
menced. All having a common aim 
— the preservation of our Ukrai- 
nian-rite Catholic religion, culture 
and tradition,” she said. 

Under the spiritual guidance of Fr. 
Anthony Pawliuk, Fr. Rick Zubek, 


Fr. John но Very Rev. Fr. 
Nicholas Diadio, Fr. Peter Bresdan, 
Fr. Mark Bayrock, Fr. Paul Lysak 
and now Fr. Myron Pyszez, they 
held spiritual talks, Scripture read- 
ing and explanations and retreats. 

“From a cultural prospective, we 
had the “Mother Lode”, because 
what Martha Stewart is to Home- 
making — Eva Tomiuk is to Ukrai- 
nian Culture. This was confirmed 
when she was presented with a 
Hetman award for her cultural 
endeavours.” 

Programs included embroidery, 
pysanka writing, babka, paska and 
korovay baking, workshops in ce- 
ramics, weaving, and cookery and 
baking and demonstrations of tradi- 
tional Easter and Christmas food 
preparation were held.” 

The branch also helped organize 
and/or support other Parish organi- 
zations such as Daughters of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Sodality, 
Ukrainian Catholic Youth, Bozhi 
Dity, the Youth Choir First Com- 
munion Classes, Ukrainian lan- 
guage classes which were first or- 
ganized in 1966, and Ukrainian 
dancing classes organized in 1970. 

Over the years the branch has also 
undertaken numerous fundraising 
activities. 

Today the branch numbers 46 
members and the current executive 
consists of: Past President, Lillian 
Panylyk; President, Barbra Olynyk; 


Yanukovych most trusted 
politician in Ukraine — poll 


(Interfax) — Fifty percent of Ukrainian citizens interviewed as part of a 
Sept. 12-19 poll carried out by the Ukrainian Institute of Social Studies 
and the Social Monitoring Center said they trust the country’s Prime Min- 
ister Viktor Yanukovych, and 43% said they do not trust him. 

Yanukovych is the only politician today with a positive balance of trust 
(+13%), Social Monitoring Center director Dmytro Dmytruk said. 

President Viktor Yushchenko is distrusted by 55% of respondents, and 
37% said they trust him, resulting in a negative trust balance of -18%, 
Dmytruk said. The prime minister has secured higher levels of trust than 
the president for the first time in recent years, he said. 

Thirty-seven percent of those surveyed said they trust opposition bloc 
leader Yulia Tymoshenko, and 57% said they do not trust her; Parliament! 
Speaker Oleksandr Moroz, 36% and 54%, respectively; and Interior Min- 
ister Yury Lutsenko, 33% and 49%, respectively. 

The activities and initiatives of the new Yanukovych-led Cabinet won 
approval from 51% of respondents, and 38% of those polled were critical. 

Forty percent of those surveyed approve of Yushchenko’s performance, 
and 52% disapprove. The figures for Moroz were 38% and 49%, respec- 


tively. 


Vice President, Joyce Chrunik- 
Rudiak; Secretary, Shirley Cherwak, 
Treasurer, Shirley Rudnitski and ae 
Member- Emmeline Hlushak. 

“I believe that we should take 
great pride in our accomplishments 
over the last40 years, but must share 
this pride with our members who are 
no longer with us and with our pa- 
rishioners at large who has assisted 
us over the years,” Rudnitski said. 

Evelyn Eveneshen, Vice of the 
Eparchial U.C.W.L.C. brought 
greetigs from her organization. 

St. Nicholas U.C.W,L.C President 
Olynyk seved as Master of Ceremo- 
nies. 

Entertainment was provided by 
members of the Youth Choir. 

Some of the Founding Members of 
St. Nicholas UCWLC. 


Newsbri 

Factory bans Ukrainian 

(ForUm)—A worker of a Donetsk milk factory is seeking 10,000 hryvnia 
in damages from his employer that has banned the use of the Ukrainian 
language in the factory’s paperwork. Supporters of the plaintiff, Yuri 
Lytvyn, demonstrated outside of the courthouse on Sept. 27. Lytvyn claims 
that his supervisor prohibited him from using the Ukrainian language in 
his paperwork. Lytvyn claims he was demoted for his insistence on using 
Ukrainian. He was told that using Ukrainian is bad for the milk factory. 


Yushchenko reduces army 
(RFE/RL)—President Yushchenko has signed into law a bill providing 


| | for the reduction of Ukraine’s armed forces to 200,000 personnel, includ- 


ing 48,000 civilians, by the end of 2007, Interfax-Ukraine reported on 
Oct. 3. According to Defense Minister Anatoliy Hrytsenko, the current 


|| numerical strength of the Ukrainian armed forces is 245,000. 


|| Ukraine destroys missiles 
|| (Ukrainian Journal) — The controlled destruction of 1,000 Ukrainian shoul- 


der-fired missiles was completed on Sept. 20, the US State Department 
announced on Sept. 21. The destruction of these arms, formally known as 
man-portable air defense systems (MANPADS), took place outside the 
city of Shostka, according the State Department announcement. 


Yushchenko appoints new press secretary 
(RFE/RL) —President Viktor Yushchenko has appointed Iryna Vannykova 
as his press secretary, Interfax-Ukraine reported on Sept. 29. Vannykova 
has pursued a telejournalism career since 1995. She will replace Iryna 
Herashchenko, who resigned Sept. 25. 


Invest in the Future Ukrainian Scholarship - 
Support the 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Підтримуйте українознавчі студії - 
Станьте меценатом 


Канадського інституту українських студій 


CIUS, University of Alberta, 450 Athabasca Hall 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2E8 
Tel: 780.492.2972; Fax: 780.492.4967; 
Email: cius@ualberta.ca; www.cius.ca 
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Скарби Мазепи У польському селі вшанують 
пам'ять убитих там українців 


Влада Саюк, Радіо Свобода 

У невеликому місті Бендери, що в Придністров'ї в Молдові, 
ставлення до українського гетьмана Івана Мазепи особливе. З ним 
тут пов'язано багато легенд. Одна з них — про неймовірний скарб 
гетьмана. Його шукають вже майже 300 років. 

Після Полтавської битви старий та хворий Іван Мазепа та шведський 
король Карл ХП втекли у маленьке містечко Бендери. Тоді там правив 
бендерський паша. 

Карл разом з рештками своїх військ став табором під місцевою 
фортецею, а Мазепу поселили у малесенькій мазанці. Мешканці 
Бендер були начувані про багатство гетьмана і були впевнені, що він 
привіз його з собою. 

Ці легенди збереглися дотепер. Історик Зоя Нікітенко розповідає, 
що люди все ще шукають золоту карету. Нібито на ній і приїхав Мазепа 
до міста. Але за 300 років ані карети, ані інших скарбів знайти не 
вдалося. 

Трагічна доля спіткала і самого гетьмана. Проживши трохи більше 
2 місяців у місті, він помер. Його вірний соратник Пилип Орлик 
побоювався помсти російського царя, тому вивіз тіло друга. 

Існують міфи про те, що тіло Мазепи все ще перебуває в Бендерах. 
Зоя Нікітенко переконує, що це не так — похований Мазепа в Галаці 
в Румунії, в одному з монастирів. Його тіло таємно вивіз уночі його 
секретар Пилип Орлик. 

Але, каже історик, і там могила не була в безпеці: «На жаль, у нас є 
дані про Te, що кілька разів його могилу грабували і намагалися 
пограбувати, шукаючи ту саму золоту карету 1 золоті скарби, про які 
складають легенди». 

Де саме перебуває тіло Мазепи, історики не знають. Зоя Нікітенко 
розповідає, що це ще одна з причин, чому дотепер історія про Мазепу 
та його скарби не дає спокою місцевим мешканцям. 

Але мер міста Бендери Олександр Полуденний не вірить у ці скарби. 
Натомість, каже він, через прихід у місто Карла та Мазепи Бендери 
отримали свій герб — двоголовий орел, символ Росії, і переможений 
лев із обличчям Карла XII, якому «звернули в'язи у Полтавській 
битві». 

Окрім цього, історики тепер точно можуть показати місце, де стояв 
будинок, у якому жив та помер Мазепа. Від тодішньої мазанки вже 
нічого не залишилося. 

На її місці стоїть звичайний одноповерховий будинок, побілений 
вапном. Тут живе дві сім'ї. 

Родина Віктора половиною цього будинку володіє вже майже 
півстоліття. Віктор розповів, що коли будували дім, жодних скарбів 
не знайшли, та й за його життя ніколи ніхто їх тут не шукав і навіть 
не цікавився. 

Ane легенду він знає i радить шукати у фортеці поблизу Micra — 
каже, там величезні тунелі. У них нібито можна заховати не лише 
карету, а й півміста... 
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Валентина Одарченко, Радіо Свобода 

Луцьк, 25 вересня 2006 — Спорудити пам'ятний 
хрест у польському селі Сагринь на знак вшанування 
полеглих під час міжетнічної війни українців — таке 
спільне рішення ухвалили керівники Волинської 
області України та Люблінського воєводства 
Польщі. 

Про увічнення жертв війни та політичних репресій 
йшлося під час триденного візиту волинської 
делегації до Республіки Польща в рамках спільного 
відзначення 140-річчя з дня народження першого 
українського Президента Михайла Грушевського. 

Нині до Люблінського воєводства Польщі входить 
і Холмщина - - земля, у якій народилися сотні тисяч 
українців, котрі у повоєнні роки пережили пере- 
селення подібно до волинських поляків. Пере- 
селенню передувала ворожнеча, посіяна політиками, 
однак страждали від неї мирні мешканці. 

Саме в рідній Сагрині пережила в березні 1944- 
го найбільшу трагедію свого життя українка Розалія 
Носаль: «Мамина сестра загинула. Я залишилася в 
живих тільки через те, що ми ... були добре знайомі 
з поляками, були у дуже хороших стосунках, воло- 
діли польською мовою. А маму мою тоді поранили. 
Нас прихистили поляки, які були віруючими. 
Перев'язали маму, залишили їй життя...» 

Сучасні поляки так само, як і українці, прагнуть 
жити в мирі та добросусідстві, розповів Радіо 
Свобода учасник православного свята Холмської 
Богоматері Франтішек Сухецькі: «Рани, які були, 
необхідно залікувати, неприязнь закопати. І жити 
нормально. Між нами кордон Євросоюзу, тож маємо 
жити в мирі, бо інакше не матимемо майбутнього. 
Рано чи пізно Україна теж увійде до його структури, 
прийде до Європи...» 


Після увічнення пам'яті поляків, загиблих у 
волинській Павлівці, нинішні поляки виявили добру 
волю встановити пам'ятні знаки та сприяти у впо- 
рядкуванні українських поховань на своїй території. 

Де передбачає й відповідна Угода між урядами 
обох держав. Однак українська держава надала на 
такі речі надто мало коштів. Тому поки що за 
поновлення історичної справедливості взялися 
волиняни. 

Голова Волинської облдержадміністрації Володи-- 
мир Бондар подав Люблінському воєводі Войцехові 
Жуковському ескізний проект пам'ятного знака, 
текст напису та список імен загиблих мешканців 
Сагрині. Він зазначив, що серед волинян є чимало 
нащадків загиблих у Сагрині понад семисот людей. 
Водночас, сказав Володимир Бондар, і польські, й 
українські молодіжні громадські організації пос- 
тійно ведуть пошукову роботу і впорядковують по- 
ховання: «Ми перегорнули тяжку сторінку yKpa— 
їінсько-польських стосунків. І польська, і українська 
сторона однаково з повагою ставляться до пам'яті 
загиблих людей. Ми віддаємо їм шану, але дивимося 
в майбутнє з великою перспективою і вважаємо, що 
українсько-польські стосунки сьогодні набувають 
зовсім іншого формату, й щиро віримо, що ніколи 
не повернемося до тяжких сторінок історії, які, на 
жаль, в нашій історії є...» 

Учасники зустрічі обговорили також поглиблення 
двосторонньої культурної співпраці між Україною 
та Республікою Польща на регіональному рівні, а 
також збереження етнічної єдності та культурної 
самобутності українців, які нині мешкають на 
території Польщі, у рамках національної програми 
«Закордонне українство». 


Американські експерти стурбовані 
енергетичною безпекою України 


Сергій Куделя, Радіо Свобода 

Українській владі досі не вдалося модернізувати 
енергетичний сектор та підвищити енергетичну 
безпеку держави. Про це говорили у середу у 
Вашингтоні американські експерти під час круглого 
столу, присвяченого енергетичній політиці України. 
Захід організували Фонд «Спадщина» та Фонд 
«Україна - США». 

Пріоритетами енергетичної політики України 
залишаються необхідність урізноманітити джерела 
енергопостачання та зробити економіку менш 
енергомісткою. Так вважає колишній посол США в 
Україні Стівен Пайфер. Особливого ж прогресу у 
сфері енергетичної безпеки української держави за 
останнє десятиліття він не помічає. 

Консультант з питань енергетики Ед Чоу погод- 
жується з Пайфером і відзначає, що в Україні не 
відбулося модернізації не лише інфраструктури, але 
й навіть ділової практики в енергетичній галузі. 
Одним з прикладів відсталості ділової практики він 
вважає діяльність компанії «Нафтогаз України», яку 
американський експерт називає суттєвою переш- 
кодою для проведення подальших реформ. 

Водночас інший експерт, дослідник Фонду 
«Спадщина» Аріель Коен вже не сподівається, що 
чинна влада в Україні зможе реформувати енер- 
гетичний сектор та залучити до нього приватних 
інвесторів. Він вважає, що в Україні нині по суті 
немає політичного керівництва, немає реформатор- 
ських лідерів, а правова система в Україні, «якщо 
говорити дипломатично, залишається бардаком». 

Коен нагадує: щоб здійснити приватизацію, 
необхідно виявити політичне лідерство, експертні 
знання, готовність діяти і впроваджувати масову 
правову реформу. «Ця влада буде це робити? 
Ніколи!» — переконаний він. 

Аріель Коен також нагадав про відсутність 
результатів розслідування посередника у постачанні 
в Україну газу з Росії, компанії «РосУкрЕнерго». 

Присутній на зустрічі народний депутат України 
від Партії регіонів Леонід Кожара відповів на 
критику Коена так: «Некоректно говорити про 
Україну як про державу кам'яного віку». 

Але він погодився, що новий уряд повинен з'ясу- 
вати структуру власності «РосУкрЕнерго». Депутат 
також пообіцяв, що наступного року уряд проведе 
відкритий конкурс серед приватних компаній на 
участь в енергопостачанні до України. 

Втім, Леонід Кожара визнав, що урядові Віктора 
Януковича не вдасться повністю відмовитися від 
послуг «РосУкрЕнерго» у майбутньому: «Ми розу- 


міємо, що у цьому не лише українські, але й росій- 
ські інтереси. Поки Росія зберігає своє зацікавлення 
у "РосУкрЕнерго?, ця компанія залишатиметься 
частиною газових домовленостей у майбутньому. 
Але я не знаю, до якої міри». 

Американський експерт Ед Чоу нагадав, що ком- 
панія «РосУкрЕнерго» з'явилася на енергетичному 
ринку України під час правління тих самих осіб, які 
визначають урядову політику i зараз. Вона була 
успадкована з часів колишнього президента Леоніда 
Кучми i створена за згоди Юрія Бойка, який зараз 
очолює Міністерство палива та енергетики, нагадує 
експерт. 

Але Партія регіонів має тепер більше свободи 
формувати економічну політику, ніж у часи прези- 
дентства Кучми. Тож, каже Чоу, треба дати 
українському урядові деякий час і подивитися, який 
саме курс він обере. 

Експерт пригадав при цьому передвиборчу 
риторику Віктора Януковича, який казав, що в 
російсько-українських газових домовленостях не 
має бути посередників: «Чи зможе він досягти цього, 
побачимо». 

Як наголосив наприкінці зустрічі Стівен Пайфер, 
якщо новий український уряд ігноруватиме реформу 
енергетичного сектору, то Україна втратить під- 
тримку у світі та поле для зовнішньополітичного 
маневру. 


Кучму проти Гонгадзе 
налаштовував... 


(Українська правда) "Перший заступник головного 
редактора газети "Дзеркало тижня" Юлія Мостова 
переконана в тому, що "хтось" налаштував екс- 
президента Леоніда Кучму "проти Гонгадзе". Про це 
вона заявила у середу в Апеляційному суді Києва, 
виступаючи як свідок у справі про вбивство 
журналіста Георгія Гонгадзе, повідомляє УНІАН. "Я 
переконана на 100%, що хтось... викликав у Кучми 
негативну згадку про Гонгадзе", - сказала Мостова. 
За її словами, у характері Гонгадзе було достатньо 
"опозиційності", аби політики змогли розіграти 
комбінацію вбивства журналіста, яка в подальшому 
підійшла "під плівки Мельниченка". На переконання 
Мостової, Гонгадзе не представляв реальної загрози 
для Кучми, однак вона зазначила, що не виключає, 
що висловлювання Гонгадзе стали поштовхом для 
роздратованості "певних можновладців", у зв'язку з 
чим вони давали Кучмі певну інформацію. 


Clergy from the Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian Orthodox Churches of Montreal ble 
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plaque installed at Canadian Forces Base Valcartier by the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association. 


UCCLA kicks off ‘Five plaques to go” drive 


(UCCLA)— The Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties 
Association kicked off its “Five Plaques to Go” cam- 
paign Oct. 2, urging Canadians to pitch in and help the 
association complete its most recent project. 

The UCCLA wrapped up another successful annual 
conclave Oct. 1 in Quebec City, where the association 
placed the 18th and 19th of 24 memorials, commemo- 
rating internees who spent time at Valcartier and 
Beauport. 

On hand to help mark the solemn occasions was 15- 
year-old Quebecker Kim Pawliw, who read aloud a 
poem she dedicated to her grandmother Stephania 
Mielniczuk. Mielniczuk, who died recently, was in- 
terned as a little girl at Spirit Lake, Que., near Val D’Or. 

With these plaques solidly in concrete, five Cana- 
dian internment sites remain to be commemorated by 
the UCCLA: Montreal; Sault Ste. Marie; Edgewood, 
B.C.; Lethbridge; and Halifax. 

“Our goal is to have the 24 camps commemorated 
by 2010,” said the UCCLA’s chairman John 
Gregorovich. 

“This would be a remarkable legacy to the memory 
of the 8,579 men, women and children who were un- 
justly interned during this dark chapter in Canada’s past. 

“We are a project-driven group,” he added. “Every 
dollar raised will go towards the purchase and installa- 
tion of permanent bronze plaques for the five remain- 
ing internment camp locations.” 

The UCCLA has placed plaques at 19 of Canada’s 24 
First World War internment camp locations, from 


Valcartier to Nanaimo B.C. Evidence exists that the 
UCCLA’s bronze trilingual plaques and statues are achiev- 
ing their intended purpose of educating Canadians. 

Photographer Sandra Semchuk, who attended the two 
unveilings, said she learned of the internment opera- 
tions by reading the UCCLA’s bronze marker in Banff 
National Park at the foot of Castle Mountain off Hwy 
1A. 

Since then, she has located and photographed every 
internment site and plaque. The Ukrainian Canadian 
Civil Liberties Foundation, the education arm of the 
UCCLA, gave Semchuk a grant to help finish her pho- 
tography and publish a book on the topic. 

During its conclave, the UCCLA also pledged to con- 
tinue its search for Soviet war criminals who evaded 
detection and currently reside in Canada. Time is run- 
ning out to bring such criminals to justice, and the as- 
sociation vowed to redouble its efforts in locating them 
and bringing them to the attention of the RCMP. 

Besides members of UCCLA from across Canada, 
more than 50 citizens attended the unveilings in 
Valcartier and Beauport, including Quebec City’s 
Michael Reshitnyk who acted as the master of ceremo- 
nies, Anne Sadelain of the Descendents of Ukrainian 
Canadian Internee Victims Association, Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian residents of Montreal and the Quebec City area, 
youth groups Plast and SUM, representatives of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (Quebec chapter), Presi- 
dent of the Ukrainian Canadian Foundation of Taras 
Shevchenko Andrew Hladyshevsky and others. 


New building of UCU’s Faculty of Philosophy 
and Theology in Lviv dedicated 


(UCEF)—On Sept. 17 in Lviv, new premises for the 
Faculty of Philosophy and Theology of the Ukrainian 
Catholic University were inaugurated. This modern 
centre for study and research, part of the Theological 
Center on Khutorivka, construction of which began in 
September 2003, is the next step forward in the legacy 
begun by Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky and Patri- 
arch Josyf Slipyj. 

Quite a bit was said about the significance of this 

new site on the city’s academic map and was further 
emphasized in the greetings sent by His Holiness Pope 
Benedict XVI and Archbishop Ivan Jurkovic, apostolic 
nuncio in Ukraine. But His Beatitude Lubomyr Cardi- 
nal Husar first of all turned attention to the ecumenical 
role of a center for theological thought in Ukraine. “We 
have known various kinds of division,” said the head 
of the UGCC. “But the worst, the most painful, is the 
division among Christians which exists in our nation. 
Our experience is bitter. Even decades of persecution 
have not brought us closer together... Still, we have 
grounds for hope that this can happen.” The Faculty of 
Philosophy and Theology, an institution which is schol- 
arly in nature, can unite all. For here in one place the 
theological forces of the whole Church come together, 
which makes the Faculty, and UCU in general, an ex- 
ceptionally strong and powerful theological center for 
Ukraine. 

Lviv Mayor Апагії Sadovyi connected the ceremo- 
nies with the 750th anniversary of the city, which will 
be celebrated at the end of September. In his opinion, 
the appearance of a new and very refined centre of phi- 
losophy and theology is perhaps one of the most no- 
table events of this jubilee year for Lviv. “Catholic edu- 
cation has always been one of the strongest in the 
world,” said Sadovyi. “In this way we join the world 
community of Catholic universities. I thank God that 
this university is flourishing in our city.” 

Marko Tomashek, representing Aid to the Church in 
Need at the festivities, traced the historical genesis of 
the event back to the times of the 16th century Union 


of Brest, at which part of the Ukrainian Church came 
into union with Rome. “I see the opening of this build- 
ing as the fulfillment of the dreams of the Union of 
Brest. For one of the important reasons for this union 
was that the bishops wanted to raise the level of educa- 
tion of the clergy,” said Tomashek. “Learning indicates 
our connections with other churches. And so this fac- 
ulty will serve people, God, and, I would even say, it 
will serve the good of Ukraine.” 

The ceremonial dedication began with a Pontifical 
Divine Liturgy celebrated in the Church of Holy Spirit 
Seminary by His Beatitude Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, 
head of the UGCC and Grand Chancellor of UCU. To- 
gether with the Major Archbishop of Kyiv and Halych, 
nearly all the bishops of the UGCC Synod of Bishops, 
which was holding a session in Lviv, and other clergy 
concelebrated 

After the Liturgy, the UCU community, together with 
the bishops and numerous guests, including Lviv Mayor 
Andrii Sadovyi, Lviv Regional Council Head Myroslav 
Senyk, representatives of the international foundations 
Aid to the Church in Need, Renovabis, and the Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Education Foundation, and Lviv National 
University and other noted institutions took part in the 
ceremony dedicating the new “temple of wisdom.” In 
the new premises of UCU’s Faculty of Philosophy and 
Theology, the bishops and priests blessed the building 
with prayers and the sprinkling of holy water. 

The event concluded with a theatrical performance 
on the theme of the spiritual search of a monk who 
suddenly loses his faith and the ways in which the Lord 
reveals Himself to him. The scene was enacted by stu- 
dents of the Faculty of Philosophy and Theology to- 
gether with actors of the Les Kurbas Theatre and the 
spiritual quintet Leobraz. 

The Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation 
(UCEF) in Canada supports various projects and 
programmes at UCU. For more information, please 
contact Lada Darewych, Administrative Director for 
UCEF at (416) 239-2495. 
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Left to right: Pat Sembaliuk, President of the Ukrainian Studies Society, 
Dr. Andrew Rippin, U of Vic Dean of Humanities, Dr. Serhy Yekelchyk, 
tenured Slavonic Historian, and Kari Moore, President of the Ukrainian 
Professional and Business Association. 


Victoria’s Ukrainians 
celebrate a milestone 


By Kari Moore 

Victoria’s Ukrainian community celebrated a historic milestone on Sept. 
21. The joint efforts of the Ukrainian Professional & Business Associa- 
tion and the Ukrainian Studies Society achieved the fundraising goal of a 
$50,000 Endowment fund for Ukrainian Studies at the University of 
Victoria. 

Endowment donors and University faculty were invited to hear how the 
endowment program will be developed. MC Pat Sembaliuk, President of 
the Ukrainian Studies Society, welcomed the guests and related a short 
history of the two founding organizations, outlining some of the more 
significant activities. 

Sembaliuk said “ Many of us are first, second or third generation Cana- 
dians of Ukrainian descent and sustaining our culture is an important part 
of our lives. Now we are embarking on another historical project.” 

Dean of Humanities, Dr. Andrew Rippen ended his address by saying " 
Your endowment fund will make a significant difference to students for 
generations to come”. 

In introducing Dr. Serhy Yekelchyk, a tenured Slavonic historian, 
Sembaliuk said “ It was you who had a vision and you challenged our 
community to establish a higher profile on campus” 

Kari Moore, President of the Ukrainian Professional & Business Asso- 
ciation read the official endowment agreement. Then, Dr. Yekelchyk, who 
will play a major role in implementing the Ukrainian Studies program, 
explained the logistics. 

The program will include an undergraduate scholarship to students en- 
rolled in the Modern Ukraine course, financial support for visiting guest 
lecturers on related Ukrainian interests, for the purpose of academic and 
community outreach. And there will be funding for the purchase of library 
resources, relating to Ukrainian Studies: databases, journals, books and 
media material. 

Dr. Yelelchyk congratulated the members of the Ukrainian organiza- 
tions, who are founders of this historic document, and expressed deep 
gratitude on behalf of the generations of students who will eventually ben- 
efit. In conclusion he said “You are the visionaries that will definitely 
enhance the Ukrainian profile on campus”. 

Wally Shoemay, chairman of the investment committee, presented a 
$5000 cheque to top the $50,000 fund from the Taras Shevchenko Foun- 
dation. Shoemay related a visionary story about how the Shevchenko Foun- 
dation was created by an Act of Parliament, June 12, 1963 starting with 
$50,000, now 43 years later the Foundation is worth $10 million. 

Shoemay said “ Now that you’ve reached the auspicious $50,000, I 
encourage you to follow in our footsteps”. 

Sembaliuk thanked the Petro Jacyk Education Foundation for their out- 
standing support, and the all the other donors. 

Moore, who spearheaded the fund campaign, thanked the donors for 
their generous and quick response and the University personnel for their 
encouragement and co-operation in achieving this historic moment in a 
short six months. 

Continued donations are welcome. To receive an income tax receipt, 
make cheques payable to Ukrainian Studies Society, 3277 Douglas Street, 
Victoria, BC V8Z 3K2 


Tarasyuk rebukes Moscow 
over language charge 


(RFE/RL)—Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk told journalists in Kyiv 
on Sept. 28 that Moscow’s recent charge that Russian is discriminated 
against in Ukraine constitutes “evident interference” in Ukraine’s inter- 
nal affairs, Interfax-Ukraine reported. 

“Regretfully, we have to highlight that raising the topic [of Russian in 
Ukraine] is not beneficial to Ukrainian-Russian relations,” Tarasyuk 
added. 

“Oppressors of the Russian language in Ukraine should understand the 
necessity to finally realize that bilingual Ukraine is a historic phenom- 
enon, and that is why it is counterproductive to eradicate the Russian 
language,” the RussianForeign Ministry said in a statement on Sept. 27. 


В ім'я українських 
жертв Авшвщу 


Світовий Конгрес Українців у листі до 
Президента України звертається з прохан-- 
ням забезпечити місце в музеї колишнього 
концентраційного табору для українських 
жертв. Подаємо повний текст листа: 

1 жовтня 2006 р. 
Достойному Віктору Ющенку 
Президенту України 
Київ, Україна 
Достойний Пане Президенте! 

Одним із місць, що глибоким сумом 
вписалося в пам'ять усього людства, є най-- 
більший гітлерівський концентраційний 
табір "Авшвіц-Біркенау", у якому, за He— 
офіційними даними, було піддано тоталь-- 
ному знищенню від 1.5 до 4 млн. представ- 
ників практично всіх країн Європи. Kox— 
ного дня до цього місця прямують сотні 
людей різних національностей, в тому числі 
й молодь, щоб дізнатись правду про страш-- 
ний злочин проти Людства та віддати шану 
невинно загиблим бранцям. 

Як відомо, у повоєнні роки на території 
колишнього концтабору (м. Освєнцім, 
Польща), що став символом страшних мук 
та смерті, було створено Державний музей 
"Авшвіц-Біркенау". У наші дні колишні 
тюремні бараки перетворено на музейні 
експозиції національностей різних держав 
(кожній з національностей надано один 
поверх двоповерхового бараку). Тут можна 
побачити документаційні дані, в тому числі 
й побільшені фотографії та інформативні 
довідки про долю синів і дочок різних 
держав, що перебували в німецьких млинах 
смерти. На сьогодні такі експозиції мають 
євреї, поляки, чехи, словаки, угорці, фран-- 
цузи, нідерляндці, австрійці, югослави, 
роми-цигани, планується відкриття 1Ta— 
лійської та бельгійської експозицій. Один 
13 бараків, який якраз тепер реконстру- 
юється, призначений совєтським полоненим. 

З причини донедавнього недержавного 
статусу України у Авшвіці не було ство- 
рено експозицію про ув'язнених українців, 
кількість яких досить поважна. Серед них 
велика кількість полонених совєтських 
збройних сил, більше 300) членів ОУН, які 
буди арештовані після проголошення Акту 

30 червня 1941p. про відновлення укра- 


їнської державности, та сотні українців, що 
потрапили в німецьку неласку за спротив 
проти негуманних дій нацистів. Нам відомо, 
що до цього часу Україна не зверталася 
щодо виділення приміщення для україн- 
ської експозиції до адміністрації авшвіць- 
кого комлексу, а остання реагує тільки на 
подання окремих держав. 

Світовий Конгрес Українців стурбова- 
ний цим питанням з огляду на необхідність 
влаштування експозиції та у зв'язку з тим, 
що більшість бараків уже віддана під екс- 
позиції іншим державам. Звертаємо увагу 
на те, що двоповерховий 14-ий барак, саме 
той, у якому перебували чисельні групи 
українських політичних в'язнів (серед них 
і два брати провідника ОУН С. Бандери - 
Василь та Олекса), переходить тепер ре- 
конструкцію. 14-й та 17-й бараки близько 
пов'язані з долею великого числа укра- 
їнців, які перебували тут свої останні дні, 
терпіли нелюдські муки та зустріли жор-- 
стоку смерть від рук нацистських катів. 
Нам відомо, що 1 Ваш покійний батько був 
узв'язнений в Авшвіці. Д тому ми віримо, 
що Ви особисто глибоко розумієте і поді- 
ляєте наше бажання гідно увіковічнити 
пам'ять українських жертв авшвіцького 
жахіття. Немає кращої нагоди для створен-- 
ня української експозиції на терені най- 
більшого нацистського концтабору, ніж ця. 

У зв'язку з вищесказаним Світовий 
Конгрес Українців просить Вас, Достой-- 
ний Пане Президенте, звернутися до адмі- 
ністрації Авшвіцького комлексу з прохан-- 
ням виділити для української експозиції 
один із поверхів 14-го бараку. Світовий 
Конгрес Українців та Світова Ліга Україн- 
ських Політичних В'язнів, у свою чергу, 
готові допомогти в оформленні цієї експо-- 
зиції та в придбанні необхідних фондів для 
цієї роботи. 

Просимо також взяти до уваги, що діяти 
треба негайно, а в разі відмови відносно 14- 
го бараку, можна зробити запит щодо 
незадіяних під експозиції 8-го, 9-го, 26-го 
та 28 бараків. 

З пошаною, 
За Світовий Конгрес Українців 
Аскольд Лозинський, Президент 


Депутати вирішили "прибрати" 
Луценка через корупцію 


(Українська правда) Парламентський 
комітет із законодавчого забезпечення 
правоохоронної діяльності рекомендує 
Верховній Раді створити тимчасову слідчу 
комісію для перевірки фактів можливих 
корупційних дій і зловживання службовим 
становищем міністром внутрішніх справ 
Юрієм Луценком. 

Про це Українським новинам повідомив 
член комітету, депутат від фракції Блоку 
"Наша Україна" Володимир Стретович. 

За його словами, на засіданні 4 жовтня 
комітет розглянув відповідний проект 
постанови й вирішив рекомендувати 
парламенту прийняти його. 

Водночас, як повідомив "Інтерфакс-Ук-- 
раїна" заступник міністра внутрішніх справ 
Олександр Новиков, парламентський комі-- 
тет ухвалив рішення про усунення з посади 


Луценка на час проведення розслідування. 

Таке рішення було ухвалене у зв'язку з 
розслідуванням інформації, викладеної у 
публікаціях  щотижневика "2000", 
пов'язаних з діяльністю МВС. 

Зокрема, йдеться про статті у Ne38 за 22- 
23 вересня під назвою "Департамент су- 
цільного бєспрєдєла" і Ne39 від 29 вересня 
- 5 жовтня під заголовком "Генерали не 
червоніють". 

Переважна більшість членів комітету - 
10 з 16, - як стверджує Новіков, проголосу-- 
вали "за". 

Комісія повинна перевірити факти, 
викладені в публікаціях i, на період роботи 
комісії, за рішенням комітету, голова МВС 
повинен бути відсторонений від посади. 

Заступник міністра внутрішніх справ 
назвав таке рішення політичним. 


"Наша Україна" переходить в опозіційю 


(Українська правда) -Лідер фракції 
"Наша Україна" Роман Безсмертний 
заявляє про перехід цієї політичної сили в 
опозицію. 

"Ми чітко визначилися. Існує урядова 
коаліція і існує "Наша Україні", яка є в 
опозиції до урядової коаліції", - сказав він 
журналістам по завершенню переговорів. 
За словами Безсмертного, формально про- 
цедура переходу до опозиції відбудеться 5 
жовтня. 

При цьому він ще раз підтвердив, що 

"Наша Україна" звернеться до президента 
з проханням про відкликання міністрів, які 


є представниками блоку, зі своїх посад. 

"Нехай міністри складають свої повно-- 
важення, або нехай складають членство в 
партії 1 йдуть як позапартійні", - сказав 
Безсмертний. 

На питання, як сприйняли його позицію 
лідери інших політичних сил, Безсмертний 
відповів: . 

"Яка різниця. Я ж в душу не заглядаю. 
Може, у когось там серце кров'ю обли- 
вається, наприклад, у Петра Миколайовича 
Симоненка, а хтось радіє. Це робота. Я ще 
раз кажу, тут не серцем працюють, а 
головою". 


Ukrainian Мем/5/Українські вісті, Oct. 4 -18, 2006, 4 -18 жовтня, 2006 


Професор 
Роман Березовський 


Директор Курсів Українознавства (1956-60 1961-68) 


Петро Саварин 

Так звана третя українська іміграція до 
Канади, в силі понад 30,000, почалася зразу 
після І Св. Війни. Більшість імігрантів 
оселилася на сході, в Онтаріо, але й на 
захід, зокрема до Манітоби, Саскечевану i 
Альберти, прибуло їх кілька тисяч. Між 
ними до Альберти прибула й родина Бе- 
резовських : проф. Роман з дружиною Ma— 
рією, сином Ігорем і дочкою Acero. 

В Альберті тоді вже проживали десятки 
тисяч українців з попередніх двох іміграцій: 
діяли ріжні організації, українські церкви, 
народні доми, танцювальні й музичні ан- 
самблі, рідні школи, хори і т.д. Березовські, 
разом із іншими новоприбулими, з місця 
включилися в українське життя Едмон-- 
тону, а дітей післали до Пласту. Вимогою 
приналежности до Пласту було тоді знання 
української мови 1 культури, та хоча в 
Едмонтоні було 12 "рідних шкіл", вони 
такого знання за 4-5 літ, по кілька годин в 
суботу, не могли дати. Тож коли "група Hac’, 
приятелів чи членів Пласту, УНО i УНДу 
стали розглядатися за учителем на дирек- 
тора курсів, ми одноголосно попросили 
проф. Березовського, вповні кваліфіко- 
ваного досвід ченого педагога . Під словами 
"група нас", я маю на думці членів нефор-- 
мального "організаційного комітету": прав- 
ників В. Скорупського, Ю. Стефаника, М. 
Хом'яка, Я. Росляка i П. Саварина, JI. 
Байрака та вчителя В. Ніньовського. 

Завдання проф. Березовського було 
складне: укласти чотирикрічну, прис- 
тосовану до інтелектуального рівня учнів 
програму, підшукати добровольців, учи-- 
телів, підручники, приміщення, і т.д. Перші 
дві кляси (42 учні) прийшли з рідної школи 


УНО під проводом знаменитої вчительки 
С. Климкович, в більшості діти 
національно свідомих батьків із третьої 
іміграції. Біда була тільки в тім, що їх число 
постійно й драстично мінялося, що дуже 
комплікувало працю учителів. Але з 
приміщенням була проблема: курси 
мандрували від УНО до Альберта коледж, 
далі до Школи св. Василія, Пластового 
дому, назад до Школи св. Василія. На його 
i проф. Кейвана пропозицію ми назвали 
курси "їмені Івана Франка", другого після 
Шевченка найбіль-шого генія мислі і духа 
українського народу. 

Як заступник Березовського через 6 
років, я подивляв його знання, працьо- 
витість, толерантність і терпеливість з уч-- 
нями. Був справжнім інтелігентом, джен-- 
тельменом 1 патріотом. Працювати з ним 
було приємністю. Навіть коли йому прихо-- 
дилось заступати учителів, він не нарікав. 
Сприймаючи все з гумором, він молодшим 
учителям жартома казав, що світом 
керують два "інтернаціонали", чорний і 
червоний. Як організатор різних імпрез, 
Березовський був неперевершимий. Нпр., 
як голова Ділового комітету КУК, 10 
квітня 1960 р. він зорганізував в Ювілейній 
авдиторії Шевченківський концерт силами 
самих рідних шкіл, курсів українознавства 
i молодечих організацій Едмонтону. На 
сцені тоді виступало понад 400 в народних 
строях учнів, молодеча симфонічна 
оркестра 1 збірний хор. Чистий дохід у сумі 
понад 700 доларів пішов на пам'ятник 
Шевченка у Вінніпезі. Коли проф. Бере- 
зовський несподівано помер, за ним 
сумували не лише учителі та учні курсів, 
але й ціла українська громада Едмонтону, 


«Голос» письменника з Канади лунає в Україні 


На минулорічному Львівському форумі 
видавців видавництво  «Шіраміда» 
запрезентувало - - в елітарній серії «Фест- 
проза», яку веде відомий письменник Юрко 
Винничук, - - філософський роман «Голос» 
українського письменника з Канади, Марка 
Роберта Стеха. 

«Голос» -- це перший від понад двох 
десятиліть україномовний роман, напи-- 
саний письменником з Канади. Це також 
текст, який здобуває собі визнання 1 добру 
славу серед читачів і літертурознавців в 
Україні. Журнал «Київська Русь» не- 
щодавно рекомендував «Голос» у групі 
чотирьох вибраних книжок, як текст, що 
«намагається зафіксувати надзвичайно 
тонке почуття статичної плинності часу- 
буття», а газета «Літературна Україна» 
провела паралель між «Голосом» 1 творами 
Марселя Пруста та Джеймса Джойса. 

Текст роману побудований на трьох 
різних рівнях, з трьома окремими, але 
поєднаними одна з однією фабулами. Це, з 
одного боку, історія Олега, молодої й ніби 
зовсім пересічної людини, яка несподівано, 
на прохання подруги дитинства, вирушає в 
пошуки напівзнайомого чоловіка, що зник 
під час відрядження. Єдиний слід, який ця 
загублена людина лишила за собою, -- 
уривки нескінченого роману, розрізнені 
фрагменти тексту, на перший погляд, 
ефемерні й беззмістовні. А втім, ці записи 
не дають Олегові спокою й він, крізь різні 
перипетії та пригоди, продовжує досліди, 
щукаючи описаних там місць 1 людей, Ha— 
магаючись збагнути сенс подій і мотивації 
вчинків, аж нарешті вражено усвідомлює, 
що цей текст метафорично описує не що 
інше, як його власне життя: минуле, й 
розписане наперед майбутнє. Олегову 
історію складають із окремих уривків двох 
в'язнів-чужинців у розореній громадян-- 
ською війною країні третього світу, кожен 
з яких знає лише частину історії. А й вони 
є акторами архетипової оповіді про людину, 
якій Смерть дарує додатковий день життя: 
як нагоду надати сенсу ранішому 
існуванню, а водночас і як покарання... 


У передмові до книжки, відомий пись-- 
менник i есеїст, Костянтин Москалець вис-- 
ловлює, між іншими, такі думки: 

«Роман Марка Роберта Стеха спершу 
відлякує, потім спокушає i, врешті, заво-- 
рожує своєю ускладненістю. [...] «Голос» 
анітрохи не скидається на роман у поши-- 
рених трактуваннях та реалізаціях цього 
жанру. Попри вигадливо організований 
сюжет з численними відгалуженнями й 
трансформаціями, попри присутність 
фікційних персонажів -- Арзаца, Олега, 
Ніни, Бар'є, Лелії та інших -- цей текст 
темперовано як відверту, подеколи xao— 
тичну сповідь зі вкрапленнями само- 
оцінкової, самопізнаннєвої рефлексії. 

Інтроспективний роман Стеха навряд чи 
розрахований на багатомільйонну читацьку 
аудиторію. Письменник свідомо стає на 
боці некомерційної літератури, дослід- 
жуючи внутрішні простори, події й сліди. 
Місце й час його позиції -- це не 
відсутність авторського хронотопу, aBTOp— 
ського Голосу, як може здатися при перших, 
побіжних перечитуваннях роману. Автор 
радше вибудовує одночасність усіх часів, 
сукупність усіх просторів і романних голо-- 
сів у одному «ось-тут-переживанні». 

Роман передбачає самостійне й тягле 
читацьке зусилля щодо досягнення «стану, 
в якому раптом доводиться глянути на 
незбагненну містерію, що існує в нас і 
навколо нас, під трохи іншим кутом зору, 
не отим /.../, який вважаємо істиною, 
життям і собою, і який є лиш однією з 
нескінченного числа моделей, стере-- 
отипних презумпцій, що їх свідомість 
споруджує навколо для самозахисту». 

Роман, написаний інтелектуалом для 
інтелектуалів, містить надзвичайно 
проникливі пейзажі, питомо стехівський 
колорит, заворожливу гру поетичним 
словом і символом. Кожне окреме 
прочитання слідів Голосу збагачує не так 
першотекст, як те, про що розходилося 
Голосові, достворюючи, таким чином, 
творіння...» 

Костянтин Москалець 
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Nine honoured with Hetman Awards 


(UkrNews) — 
The Ukrainian 
Canadian Con- 
gress — Alberta 
Provincial Coun- 
cil honoured nine 
individuals active 
in the Ukrainian 
Community with 
Hetman Volun- 
teer Awards at the 
banquet of the 
same name, held 
at the Ukrainian 
Youth Unity 
Complex in 
Edmonton, Осі. 1 

The awards 
were established 
by the UCC - 
APC in 1998 to 
recognize out- 
standing Albertan 
volunteer leaders 
who have made 
significant contri- 
butions to the life 
of the Ukrainian 
Canadian com- 


Seated left to right: Dr. Meletiy Snihurowych, Romana Poritska, Cathy Lebedovich, Patri- 
cia Faulder. Standing left to right: Bruce Prytulak, Julian Nahnybida, Dr. Roman Petry- 
shyn, Gordon Gordey, Markian Amiot. 


munity. These 
awards are presented annually in three categories: 
youth, adults, and senior, and one award may be pre- 
sented posthumously. 

This year’s youth awardees were Markian Amiot, 
Patricia Faulder and Romana Poritska. 

Amiot is amember of Tryzub Dance Ensemble, Slava 
Chamber Choir, Ukrainian Orthodox Youth (UOY) 
Calgary and is the sponsorship director of the Com- 
merce Undergrad Society. He has served as secretary, 
vice-president, president and representative of the 
Calgary branch of UOY. In 2003, under his presidency, 
the branch was awarded the Perepeliuk Trophy for the 
most active branch in Canada. Amiot volunteered on 
the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association 
“Roll Call Project”, represented UOY on the UCC — 
Calgary Branch, and was responsible for organizing 
the Commemoration of the 70th Anniversary of the 
Famine in Ukraine. 

Faulder was an International Election Observer dur- 
ing the March Parliamentary Elections in Ukraine, 
March 2006, served three terms as president (1999-- 
2001), and secretary (2001-2005) of the Ukrainian 
Catholic Youth of Canada, Edmonton Eparchy, volun- 
teers at the Exaltation of the Holy Cross Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish as a youth worker, helps with suppers, 
bingo/casinos, acted as a coordinator for Children of 
Mary at the parish, helped facilitate various youth re- 
treats, including Hangin’ with Jesus, which is a retreat 
for Altar Boys and Children of Mary and was on the 
Fundraising Committee for the young Edmontonians 

Poritska is Secretary of Ukrainian National Federa- 
tion of Canada - Edmonton Branch., member of the 
Ukrainian Women’s Organization of Canada - 
Edmonton Branch and very active in the charitable 
foundation Children of Chornobyl Canadian Fund 
(CCCF). She spent almost a year working with CCCF 
through the Canada International Development Agency 
internship program in Kyiv in 2003, Initiated the com- 
memoration of the 20th Anniversary of Chornoby] event 
in cooperation with UCC - Edmonton Branch and ed- 
ited and organized a documentary film on this disaster 
for the Ukrainian Film Festival, in March 2006. 

Awardees in the adult categories were Gordon 
Gordey, Cathy Lebedovich and Dr. Roman Petryshyn. 

Gordey is the Artistic director of the Ukrainian 
Shumka Dancers and has been a volunteer advisor for 
the Ukrainian Shumka Dancers Foundation (USDF) for 
over 15 years. Under his leadership, Shumka became a 
major employer in the Ukrainian heritage sector in 
Alberta and was the only ethno-heritage dance com- 
pany to represent Alberta in Ontario at the Alberta Scene 

festival. Besides, Shumka was included into 
Edmonton’s Cultural Hall of Fame during Edmonton’s 
54th Annual Salute to Excellence Awards. He volun- 
teers as a cantor for Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church 
in Spedden, is a member of the St. John’s Ukrainian 
Senior Church Choir and volunteered for the Edmonton 
Arts Council, the Alberta Dance Alliance, and the 
Alberta Ukrainian Dance Association. 

Lebedovich has served as Secretary and Member- 
at-Large on the St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church Council, been director of the Church Choir 
since 1982, and has served on various committees at 
the church for many years, was a Parent Advisor for 
Junior CYMK (Ukrainian Orthodox Youth) for four 
years, helped with Senior CYMK for two years and 
was Founding Member, first teacher and registrar for 
the St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Saturday Sadochok for 
five years starting in 1988. In 1993, she became the 


founding director of Korinnya Ukrainian Folk En- 
semble, and also serves as the secretary for the Barvinok 
Ukrainian Folk Ensemble and the Tryzub Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble. 

Dr. Petryshyn helped to unite;dance, culture and edu- 
cation organizations under their own umbrella groups 
in Alberta, is co-founder and vice-president of the 
Canada Ukraine Foundation, co-founder and board 
member of the Canada Ukraine Development Associa- 
tion, co-founder of the Alberta Ukrainian Learning 
Association, member of the Canada Ukraine Commit- 
tee of UCC - National, past president of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Foundation of Taras Shevchenko, co-founder 
and past president of Ukrainian Canadian Social Ser- 
vices (Edmonton), past vice-president of the UCC — 
APC, co-founder and treasurer of Canada Ukraine Al- 
liance for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Persons, past board 
member of the Ukrainian Canadian Professional and 
Business Club (Edmonton) and co-founder of the 
Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts and Alberta 
Ukrainian Dance Association. 

Honourees in the senior category were Julian 
Nahnybida, Bruce Prytulak and Dr. Meletiy 
Snihurowych. 

Nahnybida served as a secretary of Ukrainian Catho- 
lic Brotherhood of Canada (UCBC)-National, and past 
president of the UCBC Eparchial Executive, President 
of the District Executive for the seven Ukrainian Catho- 
lic Parishes in Peace River for over 10 years, President 
of the Ukrainian Benevolent Society of Edmonton, 
President of the Troyanda Society of Ukrainian Cul- 
ture and Heritage, established a UCC branch in Grande 
Prairie, served as а UCC—Alberta Provincial Council 
director, helped revive APUE (Alberta Parents Ukrai- 
nian Education) and has been a Program Coordinator 
of the Ukrainian Pavillion at Edmonton Heritage Days 
for many years. 

Prytulak is past president and secretary of St. 
Andrew’s Ukrainian Orthodox Sobor. past president and 
secretary of the Order of St. Andrew, the scholarship 
chairman and coordinator of the Altar Boys Banquet. 
Board, member of the Bishop Andrew’s Fund, Alberta 
Ukrainian Self — Reliance League secretary and trea- 
surer, serves as secretary for St. John’s Institute Foun- 
dation Committee has been a St. John’s Institute Board 
member for 17 years, President, Treasurer, scholarship 
chair for St. John’s Fraternal Society, and served for 
three years as treasurer of the Flowers of Bible Soci- 
ety, Ukrainian Women’s Association of Canada-Alberta 
Provincial Executive millennium project. 

Dr. Snihurowych is the Chair Emeritus of the St. 
Michael’s Extended Care Centre, the building of which 
he initiated, was the president of UCC, Edmonton for 
four terms, president of the UNF-Edmonton Branch 
for two terms, vice President of Friends of the Ukrai- 
nian Cultural Heritage Village for two years, and a 
member of the Advisory Committee for 11 years, served 
as a president of the UCBC, founding member of the 
Ukrainian Medical Association of North America, and 
its president for three years and played a leading role 
in erecting the Famine and Genocide in Ukraine Monu- 
ment in front of City Hall. 

Greetings were delivered by Edmonton Centre MP 
Laurie Hawn on behalf of the federal government, Edu- 
cation Minister Gene Zwozdesky on behalf of the Pro- 
vincial and Councillor Janice Melnychuk on behalf of 
the city. 

UCC — APC Vice President Daria Luciw served as 
Master of Ceremonies. 
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Orange Revolution gains still 


remain, says keynote speaker 


(UkrNews)—It would be a mis- 
take to evaluate the 2006 election 
and subsequent creation of the 
Yanukovych government as a step 
backward, said the keynote speaker 
at the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
— Alberta Provincial Council’s 
Hetman Awards Banquet, Oct. 1. 

“The country has made significant 
progress in developing civic society, 
even if it has not resolved its consti- 
tutional dilemmas. And Yanukovych 
won the election essentially because 
the democratic forces were divided 
(they could still have formed a rul- 
ing coalition after March), and sec- 
ond, because he had substantial fi- 
nancial backing and improved his 
image,” said University of Alberta 
Professor David Marples. 

“Fortunately, there is more to a 
country than its political leaders. 
Economic growth also remains im- 
pressive though the dilemma of fu- 
ture gas and oil prices has yet to be 
resolved. Civic society is now well 
developed in Ukraine, the media has 
been released from the shackles of 
two years ago, and there is a vibrant 
and well-educated youth. And in 
truth, even the political situation is 
not necessarily negative: Ukrainian 
citizens are moving toward a three- 
party system (43 parties entered the 
election, but only 5 acquired suffi- 
cient votes to gain seats; only three 
of those received significant sup- 
port); they have decisively rejected 
the Communists; and for the first 
time there is a newly united and 
strong opposition in the legislature. 
Thus the 2006 election mirrored 
rather than offset the one in 2004. 

“The gains of the Orange Revo- 
lution therefore have neither been 
lost nor betrayed. We may not like 
the results but we should be happy 
with the way they were achieved,” 
he noted. 

Nevertheless the election shows 
that Ukraine remains bitterly di- 
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Dr. David Marples 


vided between a Ukrainian-speak- 
ing West and Centre and a Russian- 
speaking East and South. 

But the pivotal issues are not lan- 
guage, or relations with Russia, but 
rather different outlooks that “have 
been conditioned over decades, and 
in part through different perceptions 
of their past and historical memory, 
of the Soviet period in general and 
its legacy, and of the possible path- 
ways to the future.” 

Thus, political leaders like Victor 
Yanukovych or Yulia Tymoshenko 
“are perceived to represent policies 
and outlook that are utterly alien to 
these particular regions. It is almost 
like having a foreigner seeking 
votes,” Dr. Marples said. 

Economically, the eastern regions 
represent the most powerful force in 
Ukraine and having taken control of 
parliament will now try to regain the 
presidency. 

“Conversely, it is difficult to per- 
ceive a political future for 
Yushchenko at all, and even his al- 
legiance would be a handicap for 
new opposition leader Tymoshenko 
since the president has made him- 
self unpopular in almost all parts of 
the country,” he added. 
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Drs. Peter and Doris Kule present 1 eir gift. 


Kule gift promises 


continued growth for 
Ukrainian Folklore Centre 


(Ukrainian Folklore Centre)-Drs. Peter and Doris Kule, prominent mem- 
bers of the Edmonton Ukrainian community and staunch supporters of 
the Ukrainian Folklore Centre, made another substantial gift to the Uni- 
versity of Alberta on Sept. 6. In honour of their support, the Centre was 
officially renamed the Peter and Doris Kule Centre for Ukrainian and Ca- 
nadian Folklore by university president Dr. Indira Samarasekera in a spe- 
cial ceremony. Also in attendance were Daniel Woolf, Dean of Arts and 
Andriy Nahachewsky, Centre Director, plus numerous invited guests from 
various university departments and from the Ukrainian community. 

The Kules are well known to the Ukrainian Folklore Centre as they 
provided an endowment in 2004 which created the Kule Chair of Ukrai- 
nian Ethnography in the department of Modern Languages and Cultural 
Studies. Recognizing the valuable contribution the study of Ukrainian Folk- 
lore plays in developing Ukrainian culture and heritage, the Kules de- 
cided to assist the further expansion of the Centre. “Here Ukrainian stud- 
ies flourish and we owe this to the vision of the Kules and others like 
them,” Dr. Natalie Kononenko, Kule Chair of Ukrainian Ethnography, 
pointed out. The Kules’ gift of $2 million is being matched by the Faculty 
of Arts and the Province of Alberta. The Kules’ initiative will allow the 
Centre to practically double in size. “This donation is a milestone which 
is at least as significant as any that came before,” says Centre Director, 


Andriy Nahachewsky. 


The Centre is looking at expanding beyond specifically Ukrainian folk- 
lore. The “Local Culture and Diversity on the Prairies” project, a research 
effort already completed, focuses on German, English and French, as well 
as Ukrainian cultural identity in Canada. Similar new projects are envi- 
sioned, as is increased cooperation with other parts of the university. 

Research, scholarships, teaching and publications are all areas in which 
the new funds will be used. Expanding beyond Ukrainian folklore will 
allow the Kule Folklore Centre to fill a significant void in western Canada. 
It is the Centre’s desire to fill the need for folklore instruction by increas- 
ing the number of courses offered here at the university. In addition to 
increased research projects and publications, a portion of the gift will be 
used to help support students. Through the newly established Kule Fel- 
lowship Fund, the Centre will provide scholarships and assistantships for 
both graduate and undergraduate students. A Post Doctoral Program will 
be established allowing young scholars a chance to do research in col- 
laboration with local scholars and the resources of the Bohdan Medwidsky 

Ukrainian Folklore Archive. The Kule Folklore Centre Fund will also al- 
low expansion of the current visiting speakers series which has brought 
international scholars the University of Alberta. It will also help fund bi- 
annual conferences bringing together some of the best minds for explora- 
tion and increased sharing between sister institutions in Edmonton, North 


America and the world. 


Yanukovych reaffirms 


Ukraine’s interest in EU 


(RFE/RL)— Ukrainian Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych on Sept. 21 
restated his government’s intention to push ahead with reforms necessary 


to establish a free-trade zone with the European Union. 


Yanukovych also said Ukraine will not join a customs union with Rus- 
sia, something the EU has said would scupper the plans for an EU-Ukraine 
free-trade zone. He reiterated Ukraine’s determination to join the World 


Trade Organization. 


The Ukrainian prime minister also defended his decision to put ties 
with NATO on ice, saying it has the support of the governing coalition in 


the Rada. 


Yanukovych’s position on NATO has, however, been attacked by Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko and Defense Minister Anatoliy Hrytsenko. 
Yanukovych said Ukraine’s domestic priorities will be to fight against 


corruption and to pursue economic reforms. 


Yanukovych was in Brussels the previous week, but returned to meet 
European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso who was out of 


town on the Ukrainian Prime Minister’s first visit. 


Barroso on Sept. 21 reiterated the EU’s current offer to Ukraine: closer 


= ties with no mention of membership. 


“Our objective is to bring Ukraine closer to the European Union,” 
Barroso said. “Our objective is also to support political, institutional and 
economic reforms in a way [that would] contribute to economic growth 
and the improvement of the living standards of Ukrainian citizens.” 
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Bloor West Village Festival may move 


By Olena Wawryshyn, The New Pathway 

Sept. 21, the organizers of the Bloor West Village 
Ukrainian Festival announced that they are currently 
in the process of evaluating future possibilities for the 
growth and development of the festival and are con- 
sidering moving the Toronto street festival to a new 
location. 

Financial considerations, the human resources needed 
to stage the large three-day event, which this year at- 
tracted 400,000 people, and physical limitations posed 
by the Bloor Street location have led to the current re- 
evaluation, say the organizers. 

“The success of the festival has forced us to think 
about what the future possibilities are,” says festival 
chairman Jurij Klufas. “One of the possibilities obvi- 
ously is to continue what we have been doing on Bloor 
Street. One more possibility is to carry out such a fes- 
tival at Harbourfront. We have done this once and now 
that it is a positive thing, and we have to examine 
whether this would suit our further plans.” 

Other locations currently being considered are the 
Canadian National Exhibition grounds, sites along 
Toronto,s waterfront and locations in Mississauga. 

“Everyone looks at Bloor and says: ‘It is fantastic, 
there are massive amounts of people, it’s beautiful, we 
love it. Why would anyone want to leave Bloor?’ But 
if you look at what it costs on Bloor, you see a totally 
different element. And, if you consider that everything 
that you see has to be built in a few hours, and then 
taken from Bloor in a few hours and there are many 
rules and regulations, then you get another perspec- 
tive,” says festival vice president Olya Grod. 

According to Grod, every year, the event just breaks 
even because the costs of putting on the festival at the 
Bloor Street location are high, while the money com- 
ing in from sponsors and grants is limited. In 2006 it 
cost close to $200,000 to stage the festival while total 
sponsorships from corporate supporters equaled 
$70,000. Grants made up $49,000. 

Many of the costs and, in particular the largest, lo- 
gistics (sité set-up and management), are unavoidable 
at the Bloor Street site. For example, the festival orga- 
nizers pay for security and police ($23,471.50); por- 
table toilets ($9382.96), clean-up ($8,622); traffic bar- 
ricades and closure signs ($12,836.50); and tables, 
chairs and tents ($13,000). Logistics costs are more than 


$100,000 in total. None of these are covered by the 
city. 

Furthermore, opportunities for generating revenue are 
limited, say the organizers. The festival gets an inflow 
from the midway and charges for vendor tables, but 
there is no admission fee due to event’s status as a City 
of Toronto street festival. 

Staging the festival also requires a great deal of hu- 
man resources. The festival is a non-profit corporation 
run by a committee that operates throughout the year. 
Up to 200 volunteers assist on the day of the festival 
itself. It is estimated that festival volunteers put in an 
aggregate of 6,750 hours in 2005. 

“But, after a year of work, after such a large partici 
pation by people, we would hope to pay the costs of 
our performers and at least to have some funds to set 
aside for a foundation or for charitable purposes,” says 
Grod. 

All the performers, including those from out of town, 
cover their own costs as the festival is unable to pay 
them. 

The festival organizers believe that moving to an- 
other location could possibly help to make it more fi- 
nancially viable. 

In addition, another location might allow for a more 
expanded program that would enable broader aspects 
of Ukrainian culture to be showcased to the general 
public. The Bloor West site poses physical limitations 
say the organizers and does not have the facilities that 
could allow for expanded exhibits, and shows that other 
locations do. 

“We want to showcase our contributions to the Ca- 
nadian fabric, that we are Ukrainians of Canadian heri- 
tage but we have contributed a great deal in the cul- 
tural world-in the literary world, in cooking and the- 
atre and Harbourfront gives us the exposure to do that,” 
says festival executive director Raya Shadursky. 

Though a definite decision regarding the location of 
the popular Ukrainian festival’s location has not yet 
been made, the organizers say that they are going to 
investigate this question with the festival volunteers 
over the next few months. 

“The main question,” says Klufas, is: “How are we 
going to improve the festival and its finances and its 
development — to move or is it better to keep it here 
[on Bloor] where we have a formula?” 


Five-star Madrid crush Kyiv 


(Sporting Life)—Real Madrid got their Champions 
League Group E campaign up and running on Sept. 
26, Raul and Ruud van Nistelrooy grabbing braces in 
the 5-1 demolition of 10-man Dynamo Kyiv. 

The Spanish giants opened the group stage with a 2- 
0 defeat to Lyon a fortnight ago back but they showed 
their credentials with a crushing win at the Santiago 


Dynamo loses 
two keepers for 
Lyon match 


Dynamo Kyiv goalkeeper Olexander Rybka will be 
out for at least three weeks with a head injury, the Ukrai- 
nian premier league club said on Sept. 28, according to 
Reuters. 

The 19-year-old suffered concussion in the second 
half of Dynamo’s Champions League Group E match 
at Real Madrid on Sept. 26 after clashing heads with 
Sergio Ramos. 

The under-21 Ukraine international stayed in the 
match, which Dynamo lost 5-1 but was taken to hospi- 
tal after the club arrived in Kyiv on Sept. 27. 

“Olexander’s injury is a serious one and he will spend 
the week in hospital,” Dynamo said on their Web site. 
“After that he will need two more weeks before he can 
resume training.” 

Rybka had replaced Olexander Shovkovsky midway 
through the second half in Madrid after Dynamo’s first- 
choice keeper was red-carded for a foul on Real striker 
Ruud van Nistelrooy. 

Dynamo will now be without their two top goalkeep- 
ers for their next Champions League match against 
French champions Olympique Lyon on Oct. 17 as 
Shovkovsky will be serving a one-game ban. 

The Ukrainians are left with only untested Taras 
Lutsenko, who played just two games for the club last 
season. 

They plan to add reserve keeper Vitaly Reva to their 
Champions League roster next week. 

Dynamo are at the bottom of Group E after losing 
both their opening matches. They were crushed 4-1 by 
Romania’s Steau Bucharest in their opener two weeks 
earlier. 


Bernabeu. 

Both van Nistelrooy (20 and 70) and Raul (27 and 
61) scored either side of the break, with Jose Antonio 
Reyes netting the other on the stroke of half-time. 

Real, who again started David Beckham on the sub- 
stitutes’ bench, even afforded Ronaldo some game time, 
the Brazilian getting 18 minutes of action after his re- 
turn from a knee injury. 

The visitors, who had goalkeeper Olexandr 
Shovkovskiy dismissed in the second half, grabbed a 
consolation through Artem Milevskiy (47) but remain 
without a point so far. і 


Ukraine 
thrashes Israel 


By Arie Livnat, Haaretz 

Israel’s women hoopsters were thrashed 74-91 by 
their Ukrainian counterparts on Sept. 23, and finished 
at the bottom of Group 2 in their European Champion- 
ship qualifying campaign. Israel will compete in а last- 
chance tournament next summer in an effort to advance 
to EuroBasket Women 2007. 

Eli Rabi’s charges again began badly against Ukraine 
and were forced to play catch-up throughout the game. 
“We managed to claw back to within a point, then two, 
and then four; but we made mistakes and the gap grew 
again,” Rabi commented after the encounter. “We didn’t 
have the strength left to do it a fourth time.” 

When Rabi says the fourth time, he is referring to 
the 32nd minute of the game, after his team had com- 
pleted a 14-4 run and cut the deficit to just four points, 
at 65-69. 

After a Ukrainian time-out, however, Israel contin- 
ued to shoot from the outside instead of trying to bring 
Jennifer Fleischer into the game, and Ukraine scored 
nine unanswered points that took the encounter beyond 
reach, with Rabi’s charges getting no closer than eight 
points until the final buzzer sounded. 

Ukraine dominated the boards, pulling down 45 re- 
bounds to just 31 for Israel. 

Oxana Pys’mennyk had a game-high 27 points for 
Ukraine; for Israel, Suez Karni scored 19 points. 
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Russia to keep a lid on natural gas price 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Russia agreed Sept. 27 to keep 
prices of natural gas it supplies to Ukraine unchanged 
at $95 per 1,000 cu m through the rest of the year. 

The agreement, following two months of talks, ends 
the uncertainty caused by Russian suggestions that 
Ukraine pay at least US$135 per 1,000 cu m starting 
October due to a recent hike in Turkmen gas prices. 

At the same time, Russia reduced the amount of gas 
that it will supply to Ukraine during the next three years, 
suggesting that Ukraine will not be able to resume re- 
exports of gas to Europe. 

The deal leaves RosUkrEnergo, a controversial 
Swiss-based gas trader controlled by Russia’s Gazprom, 
as the only supplier of gas to Ukraine during the next 
three years. 

“Tn order to maintain acceptable prices, all gas sup- 
plies will continue to be handled by RosUkrEnergo,” 
Ukrainian energy and fuel minister Yuriy Boyko said 
in a statement after talks with Gazprom in Moscow. 

Boyko signed the deal with Alexei Miller, the chair- 
man of Russian gas monopoly Gazprom, following the 
previous week’s talks between Ukrainian Prime Min- 
ister Viktor Yanukovych and his Russian counterpart, 
Mikhail Fradkov. 

RosUkrEnergo currently buys Turkmen gas at $65 
per 1,000 cu m and delivers it to Ukraine via pipelines 
in Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Russia to sell at $95/ 
1,000 cu m. 
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Yanukovych expects 


Tite | higher gas price in 2007 


However, Turkmenistan recently increased the price 
to $100/1,000 cu m for gas shipments starting in Octo- 
ber, which, including transportation costs, boost the 
price at the Ukrainian border to $135/1,000 cu m. 

The fact that RosUkrEnergo will keep the price it 
charges Ukraine unchanged at $95/1,000 cu m shows 
that the parties have agreed to use other ways to com- 
pensate RosUkrEnergo’s losses, analysts said. 

The deal will probably affect supplies of about 8 bil- 
lion cubic meters that is supposed to be delivered to 
Ukraine in Q4, analysts said. 

Meanwhile, Russia decided to reduce gas supplies 
to Ukraine during the next three years compared with 
what had been originally promised, suggesting that 
Ukraine will not be able to resume independent ex- 
ports of gas to Europe. 

Gazprom on Sept. 27 promised to supply 55 billion 
cu m of gas to Ukraine annually in 2007-2009, down 
from 62 billion cu m/year that had been earlier prom- 
ised, Boyko said. 

The latest supply volumes show that Ukraine will 
import only enough gas for domestic use, but will not 
be enough to restart re-exports of gas as it had hoped 
earlier this year, analysts said. 


Telenor loses court battle over Kyivstar 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Norway’s telecoms giant 
Telenor ASA suffered a defeat Ukrainian Supreme 
Court Oct. 3 in a battle with a Russian company for 
control over Ukraine’s leading cell phone operator. 

The court ruled that Russia’s Alfa Group, a minority 
shareholder in Kyivstar, Ukraine’s No. 1 cell phone 
company, must have the same management rights as 
Telenor, which owns a majority stake. 

The highly controversial ruling may deal a blow to 
Ukraine’s investment climate by discouraging West- 
ern investors concerned over the possibility of losing 
control over their assets in the country. 

The development also underscores aggressive expan- 
sion of Alfa Group, one of the richest Russian business 
groups, backed by the Kremlin, towards building a tele- 
communications giant across the former Soviet Union. 

“One can only guess about the devastating poten- 
tial... if Ukraine loses confidence of the world tele- 
communications giant,” Henadiy Kurochka, the head 
of CFC Consulting and an advisor to Telenor, said. 

Kyivstar, estimated by industry analysts to be worth 
between US$5 billion and $8 billion, has been expand- 
ing rapidly and is competing with UMC, another cell 
phone company entirely owned by MTS of Russia. 

The ruling is a culmination of a year-long shareholder 
war between Telenor and Alfa Group for control over 
Ukrainian and Russian mobile communications assets. 
Both companies are minority shareholders in Vimpelcom, 


Russia’s No. 2 cell phone operator, which is de-facto con- 
trolled by Alfa Group through a loyal management. 

Telenor, which owns a 56.5% stake in Kyivstar, is 
currently incorporating the Ukrainian cell phone 
company’s financial statistics into its own books. But 
Alfa, which owns 43.5% of Kyivstar, has been trying 
to loses cellchange that by merging Kyivstar and 
Vimpelcom, creating a giant that would apparently be 
controlled by Alfa through a loyal management, 

The latest court ruling means that Kyivstar’s nine- 
member Supervisory Council, in which Telenor con- 
trolled five seats and Alfa four seats, is illegitimate and 
must be dissolved. However, Telenor will continue to 
run the Ukrainian cell phone operator as it controls the 
management of Kyivstar. 

Telenor said it was disappointed with the court rul- 
ing, but indicated it will continue to run Kyivstar until 
the next shareholder meeting approves a new Supervi- 
sory Council. 

The Norwegian company also said it will seek to keep 
control of the company after appointing a new nine- 
member council in which it will again seek to control 
five seats. 

“We own 56.5% of shares,” Thor Halvorsen, execu- 
tive vice-president at Telenor, told a press conference 
after the court ruling had been announced. “We con- 
solidated [Kyivstar] and I see no reason why shouldn’t 
we do it now.” 


Government ramping up LT borrowing plans 


(Ukrainian Journal) — Ukraine’s government is seek- 
ing to borrow up to $1 billion internationally for up to 
30 years as a means to finance its growing budget defi- 
cit, financial industry sources said Sept. 26. 

The plans underscore Ukraine’s return to capital mar- 
kets for borrowing in a dramatic reverse of the policy 
over the past 1.5 years, during which the government 
had been trying to cut debts. 

“The Finance Ministry is reported to have requested 
bids for a new eurobond issue of up to $1 billion,” Timo- 
thy Ash, an economist at Bear Stearns International in 
London, said. “They talk of plans for a new 30-year 
issue!” 

The 30-year maturity would become the longest du- 
ration of any debt instrument ever issued by the Ukrai- 
nian government. 

The plans to increase borrowing come as the gov- 
emment of Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych seeks 
to increase the budget deficit, while privatization rev- 
enue has been falling short of projections. 

“This comes as privatization revenues have tailed off, 
and Ukraine has spent the Kryvorizhstal cash, and has 
increased debt financing needs,” Ash said. 

Ukraine was able to cut foreign debt over the past 18 
months after selling Kryvorizhstal, the country’s larg- 
est steel producer, for $4.9 billion to Mittal Steel in 
October 2005. The money has been mostly used to fi- 
nance the budget deficit and to cut debt. 

Ukraine’s overall debt fell to UAH74.2 billion, or 
$14.7 billion, as of Jan. 1, down from UAH835.4 billion 
as of Jan. 1, 2005, analysts said. 

The Yanukovych government, formed last month fol- 


lowing a general election in March, argues that the in- 
creased deficit is needed to boost economic growth. 

“There is a major need in resources for conducting 
reforms in all spheres, for development of infrastruc- 
ture, for improving quality of administrative services. 
All this calls for running a budget with a deficit,” the 
government said in a statement Sept. 26. 

The Yanukovych government submitted its 2007 bud- 
get to Parliament earlier this month, anticipating the 
budget gap to increase to UAH15.1 billion, or 2.55% 
of GDP, up from an originally planned 2%. 

Other coalition parties, such as the Socialists, have 
been calling for an increase in the budget to at least 3% 
of GDP, but the government said it planned to keep the 
deficit at 2.55% for the next three years. The govern- 
ment plans to keep the total level of debt at 20% of 
GDP by 2010. 

But the budget deficit plans have been harshly criti- 
cized by Viktor Pynzenyk, a former finance minister 
who had engineered the policy of debt reduction dur- 
ing the past 1.5 years. 

“By discontinuing the policy of debt reduction, the 
new government plans to put a debt noose around the 
neck of Ukraine,” Pynzenyk said. 

Pynzenyk said that data suggest that the government 
will increase Ukraine’s debt to at least UAH188 billion as 
of Jan. 2010, which would dramatically increase payments 
the country would have to make on interest payments. 

“The budget spending on interest will grow to 
UAH1S billion annually,” Pynzenyk said. “Compare 
this with UAH10.3 billion to be spent on education and 
UAH4 billion on healthcare next year.” 


(RFE/RL)—Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko said at a government 
meeting in Kyiv on Oct. 4 that the price of gas imported by Ukraine in 
2007 will be known later this month, Ukrainian media reported. 

“But we have grounds to consider that the price will be $130 [per 1,000 
cubic meters],” Yanukovych noted, adding that the Finance Ministry has 
been instructed to draft a 2007 budget proceeding from this figure. 

Ukraine now pays $95 per 1,000 cubic meters of an imported Russian- 
Turkmen gas mix. 

Meanwhile, Fuel and Energy Minister Yuriy Boyko told journalists in 
Kyiv on Oct, 4 that the Swiss-based gas trader RosUkrEnergo will pro- 
vide Ukraine in 2007 with gas produced in Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, 
and Uzbekistan, Interfax reported. 

“We’ve already signed contracts to supply Ukraine with 7 billion cu- 
bic meters of Uzbek gas per year, a contract with Kazakhstan to supply 
8.5 billion cubic meters of gas per year, and one for 42 billion cubic 
meters of Turkmen gas. In other words, we’ll be receiving gas from three 
Central Asian republics,” Boyko said. 

He did not specify whether RosUkrEnergo will supply Ukraine with 
gas produced in Russia next year. 


Yanukovych: Naftogaz 
Ukrayiny going broke 


(Ukrainian Journal) —Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the national oil and gas com- 
pany, is on the verge of bankruptcy as it is facing $1.5 billion in losses this 
year, Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych said Sept. 28. 

Naftogaz is Ukraine’s biggest taxpayer and the government relies heavily 
on the company for meeting budget revenue forecasts. The company 
handles about 80% of Russian natural gas shipments to Europe via Ukrai- 
nian pipelines. 

“Due to excessive tax pressure and [ineffective] management over the 
past 1.5 years, this company is now on the verge of bankruptcy,” 
Yanukovych said at a government meeting. 

This is the strongest wording that has so far been used by the govern- = 
ment to describe the company’s ailing financial health. 

The company’s problems may lead to a downgrade of its credit rating 
by leading agencies, making it even more difficult for the company to 
borrow money to pay the debts. 


Yanukovych says moratorium 
on would kill economy 


(RFE/RL)— Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych has asked the Verkhovna 
Rada to withdraw its bill of Sept. 22 overriding the presidential veto on a 
moratorium on utilities-payment hikes in 2006, Interfax-Ukraine reported 
on Sept. 29. 

“We must admit that the decision by the Verkhovna Rada was first, 
unconstitutional; second, unrealistic, because it will destroy the system of 
payments inside the country, [it] will destroy the economy and the fuel 
and energy complex,” Yanukovych said, adding that the execution of the 
bill will lead to “economic collapse.” 

According to estimates voiced by some Ukrainian politicians, the imple- 
mentation of the moratorium would cost the budget an extra 8 billion 
hryvnias (US$1.6 billion) in 2006. 

Parliament speaker Oleksandr Moroz said he will not sign the morato- 
rium bill, arguing that its adoption violated parliamentary procedure. 


Briefly 


EBRD foresees growth 

(Ukrainian Journal) - Growth in Ukrainian GDP in the coming three years 
is expected to amount to 5%-7%, European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development Ukraine Director Kamen Zahariev said, Sept. 29. “At the 
moment we are extremely surprised that Parliament has frozen utility 
tariffs — we don’t understand this at all. However, other macroeconomic 
indicators, I think, will indicate a further trend towards stabilization and 
slow, but good growth in GDP. We expect it to amount to 5%-7%. This 
will be in the next three years,” he said in an interview with the Ukrai- 
nian magazine Delo. 


TNK-BP to invest $3 million 

(Ukrainian Journal) —Russian-British oil company TNK-BP plans to in- 
vest $3 million in a project to build a visbreaking unit at Lysychansk re- 
finery (Linos, Luhansk region) in 2007, TNK-BP Ukraine President Sergei 
Lizunov has told Interfax-Ukraine. He said that the building of the uni! 


has already been included in the five-year basic plan for the refinery’s |" 


development. 


Ukraine to stockpile coal 


(Ukzainian Journal) — Ukraine plans to accumulate up to 3.5 million mt of 


coal in its stockpile by the end of October, up from about 3.3 million mt _¢ 


that had been accumulated a year ago, the energy and fuel ministry said in 
a statement Sept. 28. “We have no doubts that by the end of October we 
will have 3.5 million mt of coal in stocks,” Energy and Fuel Minister 
Yuriy Boyko said in the statement. 
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Ukrainian Bilingual program students at the Divine Liturgy. 


Ukrainian bilingual schools 
open year with Divine Liturgy 


(Ukrainian Opening Liturgy Committee) — 
Sept. 26, over 800 students, teachers, parents 
and guests packed St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Edmonton for the annual 
Ukrainian Catholic Bilingual Program School 
Opening Liturgy. 

This year’s event was co-organized by 
Edmonton Catholic and Elk Island Catholic 
School districts. 

Father Stephen Wojcichowsky was the 
main celebrant, and nine Ukrainian Catholic 
priests from Edmonton and Sherwood Park 
assisted. The Divine Liturgy united students 
from St. Matthew, St. Martin, St. Kevin, Aus- 
tin O’Brien, Father Kenneth Kearns, Jean 
Vanier and Archbishop Jordan schools and 
gave them a memorable start to the 2006-2007 
school year. 

This year’s liturgy was dedicated to Ukrai- 
nian children in Ukraine and throughout the 
world. Ukraine’s President Victor Yushchenko 
with the full support of Ukrainain Catholic 
Patriarch Lubomyr Husar dedicated this year 
to the “Year of Protection of Each Ukrainian 
Child’s Spirit. Students and staff read and sang 
special prayers with this intention. Also, over 
$1800 was donated by students to support the 


Christmas shoebox campaign in aid of disad- 
vantaged children in Ukraine. The shoebox 
campaign is coordinated by the Ukrainian 
Catholic Women’s League of Canada — 
Edmonton Eparchy. UCWLC President Helen 
Sirman graciously accepted this donation and 
shared a beautiful story of how these 
shoeboxes have touched the hearts of 
Ukraine’s children in years past. 

During his homily, Father Stephen wel- 
comed the students and reminded them that 
in God’s eyes we are all his children and we 
are loved unconditionally, regardless of any 
bad decisions, problems and hurtful experi- 
ences that we may have had. Throughiall this 
God will love us and continue to embrace us. 

Many dignitaries also took time out of their 
busy schedules to assemble with the students. 
School administrators, superintendents, trust- 
ees and parent group representatives were in 
attendance at the Divine Liturgy. The liturgy 
was sung in Ukrainian led by Irena Tarnawsky 
and Lilea Wolanska and supported by hun- 
dreds of angelic children’s’ voices. The lit- 
urgy concluded with the singing of a popular 
Ukrainian pop song and prayer Hospody 
Pomyluj Nas (Lord have Mercy on Us). 


St. Michael’s 
HEALTH GROUP 


LONG TERM CARE AND SUPPORTIVE 
HOUSING FOR SENIORS 
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ST. MICHAEL'S LONG TERM CARE CENTRE 
Edmonton, AB - (780) 473-5621 


wt 5 upportive Housing зору 


MILLENNIUM PAVILION Edmonton, АВ - (780) 473-5621 
GROVE MANOR Spruce Grove, AB - (780) 962-6672 


VEGREVILLE MANOR Vegreville, AB - (780) 632-3540 


Visit our website www.smhg.ca 
ог call our facilities for more information. 
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Rt. Rev. Mitrat Vladimir Mudri blessing a classroom. 


First Ukrainian Bilingual 
School opens in Saskatoon 


By A. Wasylow 

History was made on Sept 28 as Bishop 
FilevichUkrainian Bilingual School was of- 
ficially opened and blessed. 

Most Reverend Bishop M. Wiwchar, to- 
gether with Rt. Rev. В. Demczuk and Rt. Rev. 
V. Mudri, celebrated a Moleben’ and blessed 
the school, staff and students. Jim Carriere, 
Chair, Greater Saskatoon Catholic School 
Board, officially opened the school and to- 
gether with the oldest student, Matthew 
Bilinski and the youngest student, Salome 
Senger, unveiled the new name of the school. 
The students then rang a bell signaling the 
beginning of the school year. 

The 160 Kindergarten to Grade 8 students 
showcased their linguistic and religious edu- 
cation skills by replying to the Moleben’ and 
singing hymns and prayers. Maria Kowaluk 
and Linden Predy gave a tribute to the late 
Bishop Basil Filevich. The choir pieces emo- 
tionally moved the audience of about 170 
guests including 35 Ukrainian language stu- 
dents from E.D. Feehan Catholic High School. 

Principal Angela Wasylow recognized oth- 
ers who have helped along the journey toward 
a single stream school. Walter Podiluk, former 
Director of Education, was a keen supporter 
of the beginning of the bilingual program in 
1979. John Lewchuk was Board Chair when 
the movement toward a single stream school 
began. Dr. Helen Horsman, former Director 
of Education was instrumental in the desig- 
nation of the school. Bishop Wiwchar lobbied 
the school board for what he knew the com- 
munity desired and could sustain. The work 
of Nadia Prokopchuk, Ukrainian Education 
Consultant, = 
Saskatchewan 
Learning, has 
been invaluable. 
Randy Warick, 
former superin- 
tendent of 
schools worked 
diligently on be- 
half of students 
and parents. 
Present Superin- 
tendent of 
Schools, John 
McAuliffe, is a 
dedicated and ef- 
fective leader. 
Former princi- 
pals of the Ukrai- 
nian bilingual 
program each 
gave valuable 
service: E. Wer- 
bicki, M. Hna- 
tick, E. Boyko, 
L. Foley, S. Gay 
and B. Bauche. 


Staff and parents have been steadfast in their 
dream of a single stream facility and their hard 
efforts have been rewarded. For 27 years the 
bilingual program has served the families of 
the entire city of Saskatoon, first at St. Goretti 
School and more recently as the St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Bilingual Program at Holy Family 
School. 

Present staff members include Principal 
Angela Wasylow, Vice-Principal Olya 
Kowaluk who is also Learning Assistance 
Teacher and Sadochok teacher, teachers 
Brenda Kelln, Julie Thachuk, Lydia Gabruch, 
Maureen Romanchuk, Bohdan Zerebecky, 
Alvin Bodnarchuk, Catherine Schabel, 
teacher assistants Mary Holowachuk and 
Stacia Horbay and Office Coordinator, Sonia 
Kodak. The band teacher is Carol Weninger- 
Calver while George Jedlicki is student coun- 
selor. Laurisse Marchessault is a Language 
Assistance Teacher. Our caretakers are Shan- 
non Martin and Vanessa Miskolzie. 

Guest speakers included J. Carriere, Chair, 
Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools, Most 
Rey. Bishop М. Wiwchar, М. Prokopchuk, 
Saskatchewan Learning, Superintendent J. 
McAuliffe, S. Kindrachuk, Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Congress, Saskatoon Branch and 
Chrystal Polanik, President of the Home and 
School Association. 

Highlighted was the sense of gratitude to 
those who helped reach thegoal of a Ukrai- 
nian bilingual school as well as the need for 
the entire Ukrainian community to actively 
support and enhance the school. In the words 
of Bishop Wiwchar, “The school needs to be 
a true Community School.” 


Photo supplied by Bishop Filevich Ukrainian Bilingual School 
Grade 5 students Roxanna Gabruch and Jordie Koshman give traditional 
Ukrainian welcome with bread and salt 


